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“The letters, memoir, and diary of Henry N. Comey are well written and of considerable historical value. As
the writer was both an enlisted man and an officer in the 2nd Massachusetts Infantry, he supplies several
perspectives on life in camp and battle in one of the Union army’s ‘fighting’ regiments. There are excellent
descriptions of parts of the battles of Cedar Mountain, Chancellorsville, Brandy Station and Gettysburg.”
—Frank L. Byrne, late of Kent State University

In May 1861, following the attack on Fort Sumter, President Lincoln issued a call for seventy-five thousand
volunteers. Following his graduation from Phillips Exeter, Henry Newton Comey enlisted in the 2nd
Massachusetts Infantry, one of these volunteer regiments. He served through the entire Civil War, entering as
a private and rising rapidly through the ranks, becoming a captain in 1864. Comey’s writing provides a
unique portrait of the soldier’s life; rarely does one find primary source material covering the same period
from the same individual in different genres. But Comey wrote his family often during the war, kept a
journal for most of 1863, and, shortly after Appomattox, composed a memoir of his military experiences.

A Legacy of Valor intersperses Comey’s letters and diary entries with his memoir to provide a fascinating
account of a Union soldier’s life. Comey saw some of the war’s most pivotal battles, including Antietam,
Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg, as well as witnessing Sherman’s March to the Sea. This descendant of
Scottish and Revolutionary American patriots wrote with honesty and increasing graphic detail as the war
progressed, from a stirring account of patriot games to a disgusted recollection of being “beaten by an army
of half our number.” Comey revealed his commitment to the Union cause by reenlisting when his term was
up. An educated young man, his observations and political commentary reflect his evolution from eager
young private to hardened veteran.

Lyman Richard Comey is a retired secondary school principal who lives in Charlottesville, Virginia. Henry
Newton Comey was his great-grandfather’s cousin. Like his ancestor, he served as a Captain of Infantry, in
the U.S. Army Reserve.
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From reader reviews:

Myra Flory:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Legacy Of Valor: The Memoirs
And Letters Of Captain Henry Newton Comey, (Voices Of The Civil War) book because book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Lorraine Briggs:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this A
Legacy Of Valor: The Memoirs And Letters Of Captain Henry Newton Comey, (Voices Of The Civil War).

Kathleen Knight:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind
of activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will
unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your
spare time, often the book you have read is definitely A Legacy Of Valor: The Memoirs And Letters Of
Captain Henry Newton Comey, (Voices Of The Civil War).

Mac Cutter:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The A Legacy Of Valor: The Memoirs And Letters Of Captain Henry Newton Comey, (Voices Of The
Civil War) will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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