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The Civil War transformed American life. Not only did thousands of men die on battlefields and millions of
slaves become free; cultural institutions reshaped themselves in the context of the war and its aftermath. The
first book to examine the Civil War’s immediate and long-term impact on higher education, Reconstructing
the Campus begins by tracing college communities’ responses to the secession crisis and the outbreak of war.
Students made supplies for the armies or left campus to fight. Professors joined the war effort or struggled to
keep colleges open. The Union and Confederacy even took over some campuses for military use.

Then moving beyond 1865, the book explores the war’s long-term effects on colleges. Michael David Cohen
argues that the Civil War and the political and social conditions the war created prompted major reforms,
including the establishment of a new federal role in education. Reminded by the war of the importance of a
well-trained military, Congress began providing resources to colleges that offered military courses and other
practical curricula. Congress also, as part of a general expansion of the federal bureaucracy that accompanied
the war, created the Department of Education to collect and publish data on education. For the first time, the
U.S. government both influenced curricula and monitored institutions.

The war posed special challenges to Southern colleges. Often bereft of students and sometimes physically
damaged, they needed to rebuild. Some took the opportunity to redesign themselves into the first Southern
universities. They also admitted new types of students, including the poor, women, and, sometimes, formerly
enslaved blacks. Thus, while the Civil War did great harm, it also stimulated growth, helping, especially in
the South, to create our modern system of higher education.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Blecha:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Reconstructing the
Campus: Higher Education and the American Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era).
All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Catherine Rubio:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Reconstructing the Campus: Higher
Education and the American Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Joshua Smith:

The actual book Reconstructing the Campus: Higher Education and the American Civil War (A Nation
Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book
very suitable to you. The book Reconstructing the Campus: Higher Education and the American Civil War
(A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Marni Johnson:

Beside this particular Reconstructing the Campus: Higher Education and the American Civil War (A Nation
Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Reconstructing the Campus: Higher Education and the American Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in
the Civil War Era) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book
but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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