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"Incisive, strange, and often philosophically compelling."—Time Out (Critics' Pick)

"Short and sweet. . . . The pleasure of Guida's aphorisms is the way they illuminate the ridiculous, childlike,
or reckless nature of our actions while simultaneously convincing us that we wouldn't know nearly as much
about ourselves and others without our errors."—The Second Pass

"It takes a rare gift to write in the aphoristic form, which must be witty and modest at once, and must state in
a fresh, arresting way observations which the reader will recognize at once as true. It goes without saying
that the aphorist must work out of an unusual perceptiveness and self-knowledge, and I am grateful to James
Guida for this book which I have read from start to finish and shall read again."—Richard Wilbur

"James Guida tells us with Marbles that he is a contemplative observer of the small stuff and the big stuff,
that he is the character who sits silently and notices what most pass over. But his aphorisms don't relate
detachment from society. They are involved, intentionally touching and engaging contemporary orthodoxies
from the inside rather than the outside. Marbles is condensed wisdom that feels light and digestible, sweet on
the tongue with the occasional biting dash of pepper to straighten the spine. . . . [The observations] deposit
themselves in the psyche one strike at a time, each one having made their own pattern in the air and at the
same time alluding to the spectres of the form that thrived for centuries before them."—True/Slant

"Part of the pleasure in reading these philosophical sayings comes from Guida’s style. He's got plenty and
comments on it. 'Speculation on style: great lucidity conceals an acute experience or sense of loss.' The
native Australian brings a literary, even poetic accent to his axioms and the writing abounds with
cosmopolitan élan (he was formerly an assistant to the legendary editor Jonathan Galassi. Like Oscar Wilde,
Guida cultivates wryness. . . . Inventive and imaginative, erudite and atmospheric, Guida seizes us with his
perceptive musings."—The Brooklyn Rail

"The writing of ahporisms seems a lost art today . . .  [Marbles is] full of thought-provoking sayings: some
clever, some sad, some funny, some scathing."—The New Yorker's Book Bench blog

Author James Guida revives an old form, the aphorism, but turns his eye to twenty-first-century scenarios.
The comedy of internet dating, e-mail fiascos, and improvised postmodern mores are featured here.
Whatever the subject, Guida's conclusions are independent-minded and travel against the grain. This is a
collection of lucid, whimsical, wise, succinct, and sometimes biting musings by a young Australian living in
New York.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Epperson:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Marbles will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Randolph Dilworth:

The book Marbles can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Marbles? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
it is possible to share all of these. Book Marbles has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Donald Worsley:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Marbles book is readable simply by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Marbles
content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Marbles is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Marian Knight:

The knowledge that you get from Marbles will be the more deep you searching the information that hide
inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand
but Marbles giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Marbles
instantly.
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