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Most listeners can readily distinguish between the works of such keyboard giants as Bach, Beethoven, and
Liszt and between various national schools, but when it comes to defining what the differences are, relating
the various interconnections, discovering information on the hundreds of other keyboard composers, and
actually finding playing editions, the task becomes much greater. To aid the performer, the listener, and the
student in all these important aspects, John Gillespie, practicing pianist and harpsichordist and Professor of
Music at the University of California, has prepared this, the first work in English to comprehensively survey
the development of solo keyboard works.
Introductory chapters of Gillespie's literate and authoritative survey cover the backgrounds and development
of keyboard instruments and early keyboard music. Later chapters cover the history as it progressed
stylistically through the hands of individual composers and various schools from the sixteenth to the
twentieth centuries. Emphasis is given to the masters whose works continue to be heard most often today —
Bach, Handel, Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Schubert, Schumann, Brahms, Liszt, Chopin, Debussy, Ravel,
and others. Major consideration, too, is given to composers who were influential in developing national
styles. All of the Western countries — from Germany, Italy, France, and England to Norway, Russia, the
United States, South America, and Canada — are included. Finally, there are discussions of now little-known
composers who were important in their times. Altogether over 350 composers are discussed. Important, also,
in John Gillespie's survey are his various other aids — guides to a carefully selected body of playing editions
and other historical works, a great number of musical illustrations, and a 195-item glossary of musical terms.
Individual chapters and articles will be helpful in quickly locating information about particular composers,
schools, and works. Footnotes and bibliographies will be important for the performer, student, or
professional looking for either playing editions or further information. The book as a whole, however, when
read as it should be from cover to cover, will give the reader a very good understanding of the development
of works for the solo keyboard, of the traditions, and the interconnections, with accurate coverage from the
first known works of the sixteenth century up to the exciting modern composers.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Kelly:

The book Five Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover Books on Music) has a lot of information on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Edward Thompson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Five Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover Books on Music) this guide
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of
you.

Dorothy Frazier:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Five Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover Books on
Music). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Dione Wicker:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Five Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover Books on
Music) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Five Centuries
of Keyboard Music (Dover Books on Music) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not
at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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