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In this compact volume two of anthropology’s most influential theorists, Paul Rabinow and George E.
Marcus, engage in a series of conversations about the past, present, and future of anthropological knowledge,
pedagogy, and practice. James D. Faubion joins in several exchanges to facilitate and elaborate the dialogue,
and Tobias Rees moderates the discussions and contributes an introduction and an afterword to the volume.
Most of the conversations are focused on contemporary challenges to how anthropology understands its
subject and how ethnographic research projects are designed and carried out. Rabinow and Marcus reflect on
what remains distinctly anthropological about the study of contemporary events and processes, and they
contemplate productive new directions for the field. The two converge in Marcus’s emphasis on the need to
redesign pedagogical practices for training anthropological researchers and in Rabinow’s proposal of
collaborative initiatives in which ethnographic research designs could be analyzed, experimented with, and
transformed.

Both Rabinow and Marcus participated in the milestone collection Writing Culture: The Poetics and Politics
of Ethnography. Published in 1986, Writing Culture catalyzed a reassessment of how ethnographers
encountered, studied, and wrote about their subjects. In the opening conversations of Designs for an
Anthropology of the Contemporary, Rabinow and Marcus take stock of anthropology’s recent past by
discussing the intellectual scene in which Writing Culture intervened, the book’s contributions, and its
conceptual limitations. Considering how the field has developed since the publication of that volume, they
address topics including ethnography’s self-reflexive turn, scholars’ increased focus on questions of identity,
the Public Culture project, science and technology studies, and the changing interests and goals of students.
Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary allows readers to eavesdrop on lively conversations
between anthropologists who have helped to shape their field’s recent past and are deeply invested in its
future.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Cook:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary (a John Hope Franklin
Center Book).

Jacob Gray:

In other case, little folks like to read book Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a book Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary (a John Hope Franklin
Center Book). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's study.

James Chavez:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Designs for an Anthropology of the
Contemporary (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lisa Williams:

You can get this Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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