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Hobby Farms Beef Cattle: Keeping a Small-Scale Herd for Pleasure and Profit, written by Ann Larkin
Hansen, serves as an excellent introduction to raising cows for food or simply to graze while mowing and
fertilizing the pasture. This colorful guide offers experienced hobby farmers and beginners all of the essential
information necessary to purchase and maintain a small herd of beef cattle. While managing her own hobby
farm in Wisconsin, Hansen shares her expertise in all things farm and has authored numerous books such as
Making Hay, The Organic Farming Manual, and Finding Good Farmland. In this comprehensive book Beef
Cattle, Hansen corrals the hobby farmer into the world of cowboys and cowgirls: she begins, “Beef cattle are
as much at home on the hobby farm as they are on the range.” This colorful primer begins with the basics,
from biological traits and breeds to behavior and life cycle, and describes exactly what’s required for a
hobby farmer to maintain a herd of cattle—the four F’s—fencing, feed, fields, and facilities. Given the
expense involved in the purchase and maintenance of beef cattle, all hobby farmers will welcome Hansen’s
sound and sensible advice on buying the right cattle, whether steer calves for meat or breeding stock for
building up a herd. The buying chapter helps farmers focus on what to look for when selecting cattle; how
cows, heifers, and bulls are priced; where to purchase; and how to get cattle to your farm. The feeding and
nutrition of cattle is a complicated topic, and Hansen breaks it down into the three basic components that
every keeper needs to understand: pasture, hay, and grain. With directness and clarity, she explains the ins
and outs of grazing, selecting ideal foodstuffs, using salt and minerals, and maintaining good weight on the
herd. The reader can rely on her expert advice to learn the fundamentals of handling cattle, including
herding, loading, and transporting cattle, as well as keeping beef cattle healthy through preventive methods,
vaccinations, parasite control and veterinary assistance. For hobby farmers planning to breed their livestock,
Beef Cattle includes a chapter on pairing cows and heifers, the actual breeding, artificial insemination, the
care of pregnant cows, calving, caring for the young, and weaning calves. The final chapter of the book
“Marketing and Processing Your Cattle” is geared toward hobby farmers looking to get beef processed,
grade meat, and sell the final product. Sidebars of fun trivia, stories from farmers, and useful advice appear
throughout the handbook. A glossary of over 100 terms; an appendix of health issues; a resource section of
useful websites, books, and periodicals; and a detailed index complete the book.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Crider:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Beef Cattle: Keeping a Small-Scale Herd for Pleasure and Profit (Hobby
Farms).

Joan Stauffer:

This Beef Cattle: Keeping a Small-Scale Herd for Pleasure and Profit (Hobby Farms) are generally reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Beef Cattle: Keeping a Small-
Scale Herd for Pleasure and Profit (Hobby Farms) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Beef Cattle: Keeping a Small-Scale Herd for
Pleasure and Profit (Hobby Farms) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Alice Black:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe
you answer might be Beef Cattle: Keeping a Small-Scale Herd for Pleasure and Profit (Hobby Farms) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Ronnie Chaney:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Beef Cattle: Keeping a Small-Scale Herd for Pleasure and Profit (Hobby Farms) when you



desired it?
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