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Dubbed ‘the greatest Greek city and the most beautiful of them all’ by Cicero, Syracuse also boasts the
richest history of anywhere in Sicily. Syracuse, City of Legends - the first modern historical guide to the city
- explores Syracuse’s place within the island and the wider Mediterranean and reveals why it continues to
captivate visitors today, more than two and a half millennia after its foundation.

For more than 1600 years, from its settlement by Greeks in 733 BC, Syracuse was the leading city in Sicily
and at times one of the most powerful in the world. As a Greek city-state it competed with Athens and
Carthage and was for a while an important ally of Rome. When Sicily became Rome’s first province,
Syracuse was the island’s capital and was an important centre for early Christianity. Under Byzantine rule,
the Emperor Constans II even moved his court to Syracuse for five years. Capture by the Arabs in 878 AD
marked the end of ancient Syracuse but the city continued to evolve and during the Spanish era Caravaggio
created one of his masterpieces, The Burial of Santa Lucia, in the city. After a devastating earthquake in
1693, a major rebuilding programme gave the city the characteristic Baroque appearance it retains today.

Over its long and colourful life, Syracuse has been home to many creative figures, including Archimedes, the
greatest mathematician of the ancient world, as well as host to Plato, Scipio Africanus, conqueror of
Hannibal, and Caravaggio, who have all contributed to the rich history and atmosphere of this beguiling and
distinctive Sicilian city. Generously illustrated, Syracuse, City of Legends also offers detailed descriptions of
the principal monuments from each period in the city’s life, explaining their physical location as well as their
historical context. This vivid and engaging history weaves together the history, architecture and archaeology
of Syracuse and will be an invaluable companion for anyone visiting the city as well as a compelling
introduction to its ancient and modern history.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Gentile:

The book Syracuse, City of Legends: A Glory of Sicily can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Syracuse, City of Legends: A Glory of
Sicily? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Syracuse, City
of Legends: A Glory of Sicily has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Emily Higginbotham:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Syracuse, City of Legends: A Glory of Sicily was making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The e-book Syracuse, City of Legends: A Glory of Sicily is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Syracuse, City of Legends: A
Glory of Sicily. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Curtis Graham:

The book Syracuse, City of Legends: A Glory of Sicily will bring that you the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book
very suited to you. The book Syracuse, City of Legends: A Glory of Sicily is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

John Hagen:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from
it. It is referred to as of book Syracuse, City of Legends: A Glory of Sicily. You can add your knowledge by
it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It
is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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