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From bloodthirsty conquest to exotic romance, stereotypes of Spain abound. This new volume by
distinguished historian Stanley G. Payne draws on his half-century of experience to offer a balanced, broadly
chronological survey of Spanish history from the Visigoths to the present. Who were the first “Spaniards”? Is
Spain a fully Western country? Was Spanish liberalism a failure? Examining Spain’s unique role in the
larger history of Western Europe, Payne reinterprets key aspects of the country’s history.

    Topics include Muslim culture in the peninsula, the Spanish monarchy, the empire, and the relationship
between Spain and Portugal. Turning to the twentieth century, Payne discusses the Second Republic and the
Spanish Civil War. The book’s final chapters focus on the Franco regime, the nature of Spanish fascism, and
the special role of the military. Analyzing the figure of Franco himself, Payne seeks to explain why some
Spaniards still regard him with respect, while many others view the late dictator with profound loathing.

    Framed by reflections on the author’s own formation as a Hispanist and his evaluation of the controversy
about “historical memory” in contemporary Spain, this volume offers deeply informed insights into both the
history and the historiography of a unique country.

A Choice Outstanding Academic Book

Best Books for General Audiences, selected by the Public Library Association
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From reader reviews:

Allan Carle:

In other case, little persons like to read book Spain: A Unique History. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book Spain: A Unique History. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's read.

Jewel Williams:

This Spain: A Unique History book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Spain: A Unique History without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't be worry Spain: A Unique History can bring if you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Spain: A
Unique History having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Kimberly Spradlin:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Spain: A Unique History can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who
have those short extra time problems.

Lisa Mercado:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Spain: A Unique History as well as others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Spain: A Unique
History to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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