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The debt of modern chemistry to Antoine Lavoisier (1743–1794) is incalculable. With Lavoisier's
discoveries of the compositions of air and water (he gave the world the term 'oxygen') and his analysis of the
process of combustion, he was able to bury once and for all the then prevalent phlogiston doctrine. He also
recognized chemical elements as the ultimate residues of chemical analysis and, with others, worked out the
beginnings of the modern system of nomenclature. His premature death at the hands of a Revolutionary
tribunal is undoubtedly one of the saddest losses in the history of science.
Lavoisier's theories were promulgated widely by a work he published in 1789: Traité élémentairede Chimie.
The famous English translation by Robert Kerr was issued a year later. Incorporating the notions of the "new
chemistry," the book carefully describes the experiments and reasoning which led Lavoisier to his
conclusions, conclusions which were generally accepted by the scientific community almost immediately. It
is not too much to claim that Lavoisier's Traité did for chemistry what Newton's Principia did for physics,
and that Lavoisier founded modern chemistry.
Part One of the Traité covers the composition of the atmosphere and water, and related experiments, one of
which (on vinous fermentation) permits Lavoisier to make the first explicit statement of the law of the
conservation of matter in chemical change. The second part deals with the compounds of acids with various
bases, giving extensive tables of compounds. Its most significant item, however, is the table of simple
substances or elements — the first modern list of the chemical elements. The third section of the book
reviews in minute detail the apparatus and instruments of chemistry and their uses. Some of these
instruments, etc. are illustrated in the section of plates at the end.
This new facsimile edition is enhanced by an introductory essay by Douglas McKie, University College
London, one of the world's most eminent historians of science. Prof. McKie gives an excellent survey of
historical developments in chemistry leading up to the Traité, Lavoisier's major contributions, his work in
other fields, and offers a critical evaluation of the importance of this book and Lavoisier's role in the history
of chemistry. This new essay helps to make this an authoritative, contemporary English-language edition of
one of the supreme classics of science.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Gore:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Elements of
Chemistry (Dover Books on Chemistry)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Tom Moore:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Elements of Chemistry (Dover Books on Chemistry) can be
excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Terry Tatum:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Elements of Chemistry (Dover Books on
Chemistry) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Elements of Chemistry
(Dover Books on Chemistry) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto
or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading this.

Leticia Bennet:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Elements of Chemistry (Dover
Books on Chemistry) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a
book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Elements of Chemistry (Dover Books on Chemistry) can to be your
friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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