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In the middle of the twentieth century, few physicians could have predicted that the modern diagnostic
category of osteoporosis would emerge to include millions of Americans, predominantly older women.
Before World War II, popular attitudes held that the declining physical and mental health of older persons
was neither preventable nor reversible and that older people had little to contribute. Moreover, the
physiological processes that influenced the health of bones remained mysterious. In Aging Bones, Gerald N.
Grob makes a historical inquiry into how this one aspect of aging came to be considered a disease.

During the 1950s and 1960s, as more and more people lived to the age of 65, older people emerged as a self-
conscious group with distinct interests, and they rejected the pejorative concept of senescence. But they had
pressing health needs, and preventing age-related decline became a focus for researchers and clinicians alike.

In analyzing how the normal aging of bones was transformed into a medical diagnosis requiring treatment,
historian of medicine Grob explores developments in medical science as well as the social, intellectual,
economic, demographic, and political changes that transformed American society in the post–World War II
decades.

Though seemingly straightforward, osteoporosis and its treatment are shaped by illusions about the conquest
of disease and aging. These illusions, in turn, are instrumental in shaping our health care system. While bone
density tests and osteoporosis treatments are now routinely prescribed, aggressive pharmaceutical
intervention has produced results that are inconclusive at best.

The fascinating history in Aging Bones will appeal to students and scholars in the history of medicine, health
policy, gerontology, endocrinology, and orthopedics, as well as anyone who has been diagnosed with
osteoporosis.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

The event that you get from Aging Bones (Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease) is a more deep you
searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Aging Bones (Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease) giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Aging Bones
(Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease) instantly.

Chuck Deschenes:

Often the book Aging Bones (Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Aging Bones (Johns Hopkins Biographies of
Disease) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Susan Granger:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Aging Bones (Johns
Hopkins Biographies of Disease), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Ella Woods:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is Aging Bones (Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease) this guide
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of
you.
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