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Walter Benjamin, critic, essayist, translator, philosopher one of the twentieth century's most influential
intellectuals continues to intrigue today. His work stimulates a profusion of responses in the form of new
novels, operas, films and artworks, as well as a never-abating production of academic texts. In this new
biography, the first to be written in over a decade, author Esther Leslie uses the recently published entirety of
Benjamin's correspondence, drawing on his numerous diaries and autobiographical works, in order to
provide a careful account of his circumstances and thoughts. Benjamin had many interests: he cherished
childhood and its trappings; had a passion for the displacement and novelty of travel; toys; cities; trick-
books; and, ships; all are given due attention as the author weaves Benjamin's wayward apperceptions into
the narrative of a life lived. She follows Benjamin as he travels from Berlin to Capri, Ibiza, Riga, Moscow,
Paris, and finally the Spanish border where he died in 1940. The author acknowledges Benjamin's thesis that
personal histories can be traced only in the context of social milieus, economic forces, technological shifts,
and historical events, and seamlessly interweaves biographical details with an accessible yet concentrated
account of Benjamin's intellectual development, drawing a colourful portrait of a capacious intellect trapped
in increasingly hostile circumstances. Leslie's meticulous attention to Benjamin's political, intellectual,
geographical and cultural journeying challenges the populist depiction of the intellectual as a tragic and
lonely figure. Walter Benjamin restores its subject to his proper place as an artistic combatant and a man
desirous of and relishing experience.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Owensby:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Walter Benjamin (Critical Lives).
All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Joanne Hall:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Walter Benjamin (Critical Lives) this book consist a lot of the information
of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
study when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Rosalva Nichols:

You will get this Walter Benjamin (Critical Lives) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Patty Scheuerman:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Walter Benjamin (Critical Lives) or maybe
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Walter
Benjamin (Critical Lives) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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