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Besides his more famous works of philosophy - Discourse on Method, Meditations on First Philosophy, and
Principles of Philosophy - Descartes devoted a great deal of time and thought to the study of physiology and
anatomy. An account of his activities in 1629 reports that he visited butcher shops on an almost daily basis to
study specific animal organs, and he practiced dissection and even vivisection to explore the workings of
major organ systems. In the 1630s, he assisted in the dissection of human cadavers - all to satisfy his intense
curiosity about how bodies, animal and human, work. The fruits of this research can be found in his Treatise
of Man, a work that he decided not to publish for fear of suffering the same fate as Galileo. Consequently,
this fascinating treatise did not appear until twelve years after his death.
Among its many intriguing features are his detailed descriptions of the nervous system and its interactions
with the muscles to create movement in response to stimulus. Though we now know that many of these
details are wrong, Descartes' understanding that much of the body functions as a machine was a stroke of
genius. He is the first to describe the reflex arc, anticipating Pavlov and the behaviorists by almost 300 years.
The idea of the body as a kind of animal machine that functions according to physical laws was an immense
advance over the previous scholastic notions based on Aristotle, which merely begged the question of how
the various organs of the body work by stating that it is in their nature to perform their specific functions.
This is a landmark work that students of history, medicine, biology, and the history of science will find richly
rewarding.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Johnson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Treatise of Man
(Great Minds Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Ariane Swanson:

This book untitled Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series) to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Mandi Rice:

Why? Because this Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Fred Musso:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series) this book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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