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An authoritative history of the first black regiments in American history, whose members helped
transform the Civil War from a white man’s conflict into a revolutionary struggle for freedom

Soon after Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, abolitionists began
to call for the creation of black regiments. At first, the South and most of the North responded with
outrage—southerners promised to execute any black soldiers captured in battle, while many northerners
claimed that blacks lacked the necessary courage. Meanwhile, Massachusetts, long the center of abolitionist
fervor, launched one of the greatest experiments in American history.

In Thunder at the Gates, Douglas Egerton chronicles the formation and battlefield triumphs of the 54th and
55th Massachusetts Infantry and the 5th Massachusetts Cavalry—regiments led by whites but composed of
black men born free or into slavery. He argues that the most important battles of all were won on the field of
public opinion, for in fighting with distinction the regiments realized the long-derided idea of full and equal
citizenship for blacks.

A stirring evocation of this transformative episode, Thunder at the Gates offers a riveting new perspective on
the Civil War and its legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and important the book Thunder at the Gates: The Black Civil War
Regiments that Redeemed America. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Rosa Tarpley:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Thunder at the Gates: The Black Civil War Regiments that Redeemed
America book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer regarding Thunder at the Gates: The Black Civil War Regiments that Redeemed America content
conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Thunder at the Gates: The Black
Civil War Regiments that Redeemed America is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Arthur Pineda:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Thunder
at the Gates: The Black Civil War Regiments that Redeemed America your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get before. The Thunder at the Gates: The Black Civil War Regiments that Redeemed
America giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Thomas Smith:

Thunder at the Gates: The Black Civil War Regiments that Redeemed America can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Thunder at
the Gates: The Black Civil War Regiments that Redeemed America although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it.



This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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