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Winner of the Prime Minister’s Prize for Australian History

For the first time, ASIO has opened its archives to an independent historian. With unfettered access to the
records, David Horner tells the real story of Australia's domestic intelligence organisation, from shaky
beginnings to the expulsion of Ivan Skripov in 1963.

From the start, ASIO's mission was to catch spies. In the late 1940s, the top secret Venona program revealed
details of a Soviet spy ring in Australia, supported by leading Australian communists. David Horner outlines
the tactics ASIO used in counterespionage, from embassy bugging to surveillance of local suspects. His
research sheds new light on the Petrov Affair, and details incidents and activities that have never been
revealed before.

This authoritative and ground-breaking account overturns many myths about ASIO, and offers new insights
into broader Australian politics and society in the fraught years of the Cold War.

The Spy Catchers is the first of three volumes of The Official History of ASIO.

'The Spy Catchers is a fascinating account of ASIO's early years when the main threat Australia faced was
from the Soviet regime.' - The Hon. John Howard, OM, AC, former Prime Minister of Australia

'This is one of our most important official histories.' - The Hon. Kim Beazley, AC, Australian Ambassador to
the United States of America
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Baumgardner:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Spy Catchers: The Official History of ASIO, 1949-
1963. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book The Spy Catchers: The Official History of ASIO, 1949-1963. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's study.

Judith Carter:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Spy
Catchers: The Official History of ASIO, 1949-1963 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well
known writer in this era. The book untitled The Spy Catchers: The Official History of ASIO, 1949-1963is a
single of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Jonathan Hickman:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Spy Catchers: The Official History of ASIO, 1949-1963 provide you with a new experience in
reading a book.

James Fitzpatrick:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Spy Catchers: The Official History of
ASIO, 1949-1963 or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science



publication, any other book likes The Spy Catchers: The Official History of ASIO, 1949-1963 to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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