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America had a radically different relationship with drugs a century ago. Drug prohibitions were few, and
while alcohol was considered a menace, the public regularly consumed substances that are widely demonized
today. Heroin was marketed by Bayer Pharmaceuticals, and marijuana was available as a tincture of cannabis
sold by Parke Davis and Company.

Exploring how this rather benign relationship with psychoactive drugs was transformed into one of
confusion and chaos, The Cult of Pharmacology tells the dramatic story of how, as one legal drug after
another fell from grace, new pharmaceutical substances took their place. Whether Valium or OxyContin at
the pharmacy, cocaine or meth purchased on the street, or alcohol and tobacco from the corner store, drugs
and drug use proliferated in twentieth-century America despite an escalating war on “drugs.”

Richard DeGrandpre, a past fellow of the National Institute on Drug Abuse and author of the best-selling
book Ritalin Nation, delivers a remarkably original interpretation of drugs by examining the seductive but
ill-fated belief that they are chemically predestined to be either good or evil. He argues that the determination
to treat the medically sanctioned use of drugs such as Miltown or Seconal separately from the illicit use of
substances like heroin or ecstasy has blinded America to how drugs are transformed by the manner in which
a culture deals with them.

Bringing forth a wealth of scientific research showing the powerful influence of social and psychological
factors on how the brain is affected by drugs, DeGrandpre demonstrates that psychoactive substances are not
angels or demons irrespective of why, how, or by whom they are used. The Cult of Pharmacology is a bold
and necessary new account of America’s complex relationship with drugs.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Rubino:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Cult of Pharmacology: How America
Became the World's Most Troubled Drug Culture. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Christian Robbins:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Cult of
Pharmacology: How America Became the World's Most Troubled Drug Culture is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Blanche Ball:

The book untitled The Cult of Pharmacology: How America Became the World's Most Troubled Drug
Culture contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book
was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice study.

Betty Freeman:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book The Cult of Pharmacology: How America Became the World's Most
Troubled Drug Culture was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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