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Passed On is a portrait of death and dying in twentieth-century African America. Through poignant
reflection and thorough investigation of the myths, rituals, economics, and politics of African American
mourning and burial practices, Karla FC Holloway finds that ways of dying are just as much a part of black
identity as ways of living. Gracefully interweaving interviews, archival research, and analyses of literature,
film, and music, Holloway shows how the vulnerability of African Americans to untimely death is
inextricably linked to how black culture represents itself and is represented.
With a focus on the “death-care” industry—black funeral homes and morticians, the history of the profession
and its practices—Holloway examines all facets of the burial business, from physicians, hospital chaplains,
and hospice administrators, to embalming- chemical salesmen, casket makers, and funeral directors, to
grieving relatives. She uses narrative, photographs, and images to summon a painful history of lynchings,
white rage and riot, medical malpractice and neglect, executions, and neighborhood violence. Specialized
caskets sold to African Americans, formal burial photos of infants, and deathbed stories, unveil a glimpse of
the graveyards and burial sites of African America, along with burial rituals and funeral ceremonies.
Revealing both unexpected humor and anticipated tragedy, Holloway tells a story of the experiences of black
folk in the funeral profession and its clientele. She also reluctantly shares the story of her son and the way his
death moved her research from page to person.
In the conclusion, which follows a sermon delivered by Maurice O. Wallace at the funeral for the author’s
son, Bem, Holloway strives to commemorate—through observation, ceremony, and the calling of others to
remembrance and celebration.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Watkins:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Passed On: African
American Mourning Stories, A Memorial (a John Hope Franklin Center Book)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Jose Pina:

Passed On: African American Mourning Stories, A Memorial (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) can be
one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Passed On: African American Mourning Stories, A Memorial (a John Hope Franklin
Center Book) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.

April Miller:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The Passed On: African American Mourning Stories, A Memorial (a John Hope Franklin
Center Book) will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Ana Vela:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Passed On: African American Mourning Stories,
A Memorial (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women.
So , why hesitate? We need to have Passed On: African American Mourning Stories, A Memorial (a John
Hope Franklin Center Book).
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