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In a compelling history of the Jewish community in New York during four decades of mass immigration,
Tony Michels examines the defining role of the Yiddish socialist movement in the American Jewish
experience.

The movement, founded in the 1880s, was dominated by Russian-speaking intellectuals, including Abraham
Cahan, Mikhail Zametkin, and Chaim Zhitlovsky. Socialist leaders quickly found Yiddish essential to
convey their message to the Jewish immigrant community, and they developed a remarkable public culture
through lectures and social events, workers' education societies, Yiddish schools, and a press that found its
strongest voice in the mass-circulation newspaper Forverts.

Arguing against the view that socialism and Yiddish culture arrived as Old World holdovers, Michels
demonstrates that they arose in New York in response to local conditions and thrived not despite
Americanization, but because of it. And the influence of the movement swirled far beyond the Lower East
Side, to a transnational culture in which individuals, ideas, and institutions crossed the Atlantic. New York
Jews, in the beginning, exported Yiddish socialism to Russia, not the other way around.

The Yiddish socialist movement shaped Jewish communities across the United States well into the twentieth
century and left an important political legacy that extends to the rise of neoconservatism. A story of hopeful
successes and bitter disappointments, A Fire in Their Hearts brings to vivid life this formative period for
American Jews and the American left.
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From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This A Fire in Their Hearts:
Yiddish Socialists in New York is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Melanie Ratcliff:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled A Fire in Their Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York can be
excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Charlene Rodriquez:

This A Fire in Their Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York is great guide for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having A Fire in Their Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York in your hand like having the world
in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or
fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt in which?

David Miller:

This A Fire in Their Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this A Fire in Their
Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-



book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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