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Chicano/a fiction is often understood as a literature of resistance to the dominant U.S. Anglo culture and
society. But reducing this rich literary production to a single, binary opposition distorts it in fundamental
ways. It conflates literature with life, potentially substituting a literature of protest for social activism that
could provoke real changes in society. And it overlooks the complex range of responses to Anglo society that
actually animates Chicano/a fiction.

In this paradigm-shifting book, Patrick L. Hamilton analyzes works by Rudolfo Anaya, Ana Castillo, Denise
Chávez, Rolando Hinojosa, Arturo Islas, John Rechy, Alfredo Véa, and Helena María Viramontes to expand
our understandings of the cultural interactions within the United States that are communicated by Chicano/a
fiction. He argues that the narrative ethics of "resistance" within the Chicano/a canon is actually
complemented by ethics of "persistence" and "transformation" that imagine cultural differences within the
United States as participatory and irreducible to simple oppositions. To demonstrate these alternative ethics,
Hamilton adapts the methodology of cognitive mapping; that is, he treats the chosen fictional texts as mental
maps that are constructed around and communicative of the narrative's ethics. As he reads these cognitive
maps, which envision Chicano/a culture as being part of U.S. society rather than as "resistant" and separate,
Hamilton asserts that the authors' conception of cultural difference speaks more usefully to current
sociopolitical debates, such as those about gay marriage and immigration reform, than does the traditional
"resistant" paradigm.
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From reader reviews:

Ramon Jeter:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Of Space and Mind: Cognitive
Mappings of Contemporary Chicano/a Fiction (Cognitive Approaches to Literature and Culture). All type of
book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Thomas Moore:

This Of Space and Mind: Cognitive Mappings of Contemporary Chicano/a Fiction (Cognitive Approaches to
Literature and Culture) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Of Space
and Mind: Cognitive Mappings of Contemporary Chicano/a Fiction (Cognitive Approaches to Literature and
Culture) without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't be worry Of Space and Mind: Cognitive Mappings of Contemporary Chicano/a Fiction (Cognitive
Approaches to Literature and Culture) can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Of Space
and Mind: Cognitive Mappings of Contemporary Chicano/a Fiction (Cognitive Approaches to Literature and
Culture) having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Cynthia Briscoe:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Of Space and Mind: Cognitive
Mappings of Contemporary Chicano/a Fiction (Cognitive Approaches to Literature and Culture) reserve
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Of Space and Mind: Cognitive Mappings of
Contemporary Chicano/a Fiction (Cognitive Approaches to Literature and Culture) as good book not simply
by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Leroy Raymond:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Of Space and Mind: Cognitive
Mappings of Contemporary Chicano/a Fiction (Cognitive Approaches to Literature and Culture) is simple to
create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring



the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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