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After the turmoil of the Great Depression and World War II, Americans looked to the nation’s more distant
past for lessons to inform its uncertain future. By applying recent and emerging techniques in mass
communication—including radio and television programs and commercial book clubs—American elites
working in media, commerce, and government used history to confer authority on their respective messages.
    With insight and wit, Erik Christiansen uncovers in Channeling the Past the ways that powerful
corporations rewrote history to strengthen the postwar corporate state, while progressives, communists, and
other leftists vied to make their own versions of the past more popular. Christiansen looks closely at several
notable initiatives—CBS’s flashback You Are There program; the Smithsonian Museum of American
History, constructed in the late 1950s; the Cavalcade of America program sponsored by the Du Pont
Company; the History Book Club; and the Freedom Train, a museum on rails that traveled the country from
1947 to 1949 exhibiting historic documents and flags, including original copies of the U.S. Constitution and
the Magna Carta.
    It is often said that history is written by the victors, but Christiansen offers a more nuanced perspective:
history is constantly remade to suit the objectives of those with the resources to do it. He provides dramatic
evidence of sophisticated calculations that influenced both public opinion and historical memory, and shows
that Americans’ relationships with the past changed as a result.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Nathanson:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Channeling the Past: Politicizing
History in Postwar America (Studies in American Thought and Culture) will make you to always be smarter.
You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think
this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Teresa Powers:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Channeling the Past: Politicizing
History in Postwar America (Studies in American Thought and Culture) to read.

Carolyn Treece:

The ability that you get from Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in
American Thought and Culture) could be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in American Thought and Culture)
giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
through anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Channeling the Past:
Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in American Thought and Culture) instantly.

Stacy Brooks:

Exactly why? Because this Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in
American Thought and Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the



other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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