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Fusing history, lore, politics, culture, and on-site adventures, esteemed essayist and author Phillip Lopate
takes us on an exuberant, affectionate, and eye-opening excursion around Manhattan’s shoreline.

Water front captures the ever-changing character of New Y ork in the best way possible: on a series of
exploratory walks conducted by one of the city’ s most engaging and knowledgeable guides. Starting at the
Battery and moving at aleisurely pace along the banks of the Hudson and East Rivers, Lopate describes the
infrastructures, public spaces, and landmarks he encounters, along with fascinating insights into how they
came to be. Unpeeling layers of myth and history, he reveal s the economic, ecological, and political concerns
that influenced the city’ s development, reporting on everything from the building of the Brooklyn Bridge to
the latest projects dotting the shorelines.

New Y ork’s waterfront has undergone a three-stage reval uation—from the world’ s largest port to an
abandoned, seedy no-man’sland to a highly desirable zone of parks and upscale retail and residential
properties—each metamorphosis only incompletely shedding earlier associations. Physically, no area of New
Y ork City has changed as dramatically as the shoreline, thanks to natural processes and the use of landfill,
dredging, and other interventions. Everywhere Phillip Lopate walked on the waterfront, he saw the present as
alayered accumulation of older narratives. He set about his task by trying to read the city like atext. One
textual layer isthe past, going back to the Lenape Indians, Captain Kidd, and Melville' s sailors; another is
the present—whatever or whoever was popping up in hisview at the moment; athird layer contains the
constructed environment, the architecture or piers or parks currently along the shore; another layer till is his
personal history, the memories recalled by visiting certain spots; yet another consists of the city’ sincredibly
rich cultural record—the literature, films, and artwork that threw areflecting light on the matter at hand; and
finally, thereisthe invisible or imagined layer—what he thinks should be on the waterfront but is not.

Water front is studded with short diversions where Lopate expounds on some of the greater issues,
characters, and sites of Manhattan’s shoreline. Be it arevisionist examination of Robert Moses, the effect of
shipworms on the city’ s piers and foundations, the battle over Westway, the dream of public housing, the
legacy of Joseph Mitchell, awonderful passage about the longshoremen and Elia Kazan’s On the Waterfront,
or the meaning of the World Trade Center, Lopate punctuates this marvel ous journey with the sights and
sounds and words of aworld like no other.

A rich and impressive work by an undisputed master stylist, Waterfront takes its rightful place next to other
literary classics of New York, such asE. B. White sHere s New Y ork and Joseph Mitchell’s Up in the

Old Hotel. It isan unparalleled look at New Y ork’s landscape and history and an irresistible invitation to
meander along its outermost edges.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Michaedl Coffman:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Waterfront: A Walk Around Manhattan book is readable through you
who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding
Waterfront: A Walk Around Manhattan content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such asit. So, do you nevertheless
thinking Waterfront: A Walk Around Manhattan is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Dolores Young:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Waterfront: A Walk Around Manhattan your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in areserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of.
The Waterfront: A Walk Around Manhattan giving you one more experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful datafor your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Robert Garcia:

Beside that Waterfront: A Walk Around Manhattan in your phone, it can give you away to get nearer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Waterfront: A Walk Around Manhattan because this book offersto you personally readable information. Do
you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to missit? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Larry Strickland:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Waterfront: A Walk Around Manhattan can give
you alot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Waterfront: A Walk Around Manhattan.
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