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From an acclaimed historian and social critic, a passionate and poignant history of German Jews from the
mid-eighteenth century to the eve of the Third Reich

As it's usually told, the story of the German Jews starts at the end, with their tragic demise in Hitler's Third
Reich. Now, in this important work of historical restoration, Amos Elon takes us back to the beginning,
chronicling a period of achievement and integration that at its peak produced a golden age second only to the
Renaissance.

Writing with a novelist's eye, Elon shows how a persecuted clan of cattle dealers and wandering peddlers
was transformed into a stunningly successful community of writers, philosophers, scientists, tycoons, and
activists. He peoples his account with dramatic figures: Moses Mendelssohn, who entered Berlin in 1743
through the gate reserved for Jews and cattle, and went on to become "the German Socrates"; Heinrich
Heine, beloved lyric poet who famously referred to baptism as the admission ticket to European culture;
Hannah Arendt, whose flight from Berlin signaled the end of the German-Jewish idyll. Elon traces how this
minority-never more than one percent of the population-came to be perceived as a deadly threat to national
integrity, and he movingly demonstrates that this devastating outcome was uncertain almost until the end.

A collective biography, full of depth and compassion, The Pity of It All summons up a splendid world and a
dream of integration and tolerance that, despite all, remains the essential ennobling project of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Pity of It All:
A History of the Jews in Germany, 1743-1933 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Angela Thomas:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind
of activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will
certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside
spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will be The Pity of It All: A History of the Jews in
Germany, 1743-1933.

Jim Loop:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Pity of It All: A History of the
Jews in Germany, 1743-1933, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

Judy Marinez:

This The Pity of It All: A History of the Jews in Germany, 1743-1933 is brand-new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Pity of It
All: A History of the Jews in Germany, 1743-1933 can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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