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Equality is the endangered species of political ideals. Even left-of-center politicians reject equality as an
ideal: government must combat poverty, they say, but need not strive that its citizens be equal in any
dimension. In his new book Ronald Dworkin insists, to the contrary, that equality is the indispensable virtue
of democratic sovereignty. A legitimate government must treat all its citizens as equals, that is, with equal
respect and concern, and, since the economic distribution that any society achieves is mainly the
consequence of its system of law and policy, that requirement imposes serious egalitarian constraints on that
distribution.

What distribution of a nation's wealth is demanded by equal concern for all? Dworkin draws upon two
fundamental humanist principles--first, it is of equal objective importance that all human lives flourish, and
second, each person is responsible for defining and achieving the flourishing of his or her own life--to
ground his well-known thesis that true equality means equality in the value of the resources that each person
commands, not in the success he or she achieves. Equality, freedom, and individual responsibility are
therefore not in conflict, but flow from and into one another as facets of the same humanist conception of life
and politics. Since no abstract political theory can be understood except in the context of actual and complex
political issues, Dworkin develops his thesis by applying it to heated contemporary controversies about the
distribution of health care, unemployment benefits, campaign finance reform, affirmative action, assisted
suicide, and genetic engineering.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Johnson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Sovereign Virtue:
The Theory and Practice of Equality book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Michael Stein:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Sovereign Virtue: The Theory and Practice of Equality.

Margaret Walker:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Sovereign Virtue: The
Theory and Practice of Equality that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Sovereign Virtue: The Theory and Practice of
Equality become your current starter.

Suzanne Ferris:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you is
Sovereign Virtue: The Theory and Practice of Equality this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect



styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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