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When Pope Francis recently answered “Who am I to judge?” when asked about homosexuality, he ushered in
a new era for the Catholic church. A decade ago, it would have been unthinkable for a pope to express
tolerance for homosexuality. Yet shifts of this kind are actually common in the history of Christian groups.
Within the United States, Christian leaders have regularly revised their teachings to match the beliefs and
opinions gaining support among their members and larger society.

Mark A. Smith provocatively argues that religion is not nearly the unchanging conservative influence in
American politics that we have come to think it is. In fact, in the long run, religion is best understood as
responding to changing political and cultural values rather than shaping them. Smith makes his case by
charting five contentious issues in America’s history: slavery, divorce, homosexuality, abortion, and
women’s rights. For each, he shows how the political views of even the most conservative Christians
evolved in the same direction as the rest of society—perhaps not as swiftly, but always on the same arc.
During periods of cultural transition, Christian leaders do resist prevailing values and behaviors, but those
same leaders inevitably acquiesce—often by reinterpreting the Bible—if their positions become no longer
tenable. Secular ideas and influences thereby shape the ways Christians read and interpret their scriptures.

So powerful are the cultural and societal norms surrounding us that Christians in America today hold more in
common morally and politically with their atheist neighbors than with the Christians of earlier centuries. In
fact, the strongest predictors of people’s moral beliefs are not their religious commitments or lack thereof but
rather when and where they were born. A thoroughly researched and ultimately hopeful book on the
prospects for political harmony, Secular Faith demonstrates how, over the long run, boundaries of secular
and religious cultures converge.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Thayer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Secular Faith: How Culture Has Trumped Religion in American
Politics. Try to face the book Secular Faith: How Culture Has Trumped Religion in American Politics as
your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Krystal Harris:

Here thing why this particular Secular Faith: How Culture Has Trumped Religion in American Politics are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Secular Faith: How Culture Has
Trumped Religion in American Politics giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Secular Faith: How Culture Has Trumped
Religion in American Politics. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Secular Faith: How Culture Has Trumped Religion in
American Politics in e-book can be your alternative.

Carman Robertson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Secular Faith: How Culture Has Trumped
Religion in American Politics as the daily resource information.

Ollie Nadeau:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Secular Faith: How Culture Has Trumped



Religion in American Politics, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
named reading friends.
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