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Abraham Lincoln’s faith has commanded more broad-based attention than that of any other American
president. Although he never joined a denomination, Baptists, Presbyterians, Quakers, Episcopalians,
Disciples of Christ, Spiritualists, Jews, and even atheists claim the sixteenth president as one of their own. In
this concise volume, Ferenc Morton Szasz and Margaret Connell Szasz offer both an accessible survey of the
development of Lincoln’s religious views and an informative launch pad for further academic inquiry. A
singular key to Lincoln’s personality, especially during the presidential years, rests with his evolving faith
perspective.

After surveying Lincoln’s early childhood as a Hard-Shell Baptist in Kentucky and Indiana, the authors
chronicle his move from skepticism to participation in Episcopal circles during his years in Springfield, and,
finally, after the death of son Eddie, to Presbyterianism. They explore Lincoln’s relationship with the
nation’s faiths as president, the impact of his son Willie’s death, his adaptation of Puritan covenant theory to
a nation at war, the role of prayer during his presidency, and changes in his faith as reflected in the
Emancipation Proclamation and his state papers and addresses. Finally, they evaluate Lincoln’s legacy as the
central figure of America’s civil religion, an image sharpened by his prominent position in American
currency.

A closing essay by Richard W. Etulain traces the historiographical currents in the literature on Lincoln and
religion, and the volume concludes with a compilation of Lincoln’s own words about religion.

In assessing the enigma of Lincoln’s Christianity, the authors argue that despite his lack of church
membership, Lincoln lived his life through a Christian ethical framework. His years as president, dominated
by the Civil War and personal loss, led Lincoln to move into a world beholden to Providence.

2015 ISHS Superior Achievement Award
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From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Lincoln and Religion (Concise Lincoln Library) can be
fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Richard Nix:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Lincoln and Religion (Concise
Lincoln Library) that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Lincoln and Religion (Concise Lincoln Library) become
your current starter.

Donald Thomas:

You will get this Lincoln and Religion (Concise Lincoln Library) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book.
In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Corey Cook:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled
update of news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Lincoln and Religion (Concise Lincoln Library) when you necessary it?
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