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A powerful and moving account of four young women from Mexico who have lived most of their lives
in the United States and attend the same high school. Two of them have legal documentation and two
do not. Just Like Us is their story.

A stunning work of in-depth journalism in the tradition of Random Family, Helen Thorpe's Just Like Us
takes us deep into an American subculture -- that of Mexican immigrants -- largely hidden from the
mainstream. We meet four girls on the eve of their senior prom, in Denver, Colorado. Each is bright and
ambitious and an excellent student. Their leader, Marisela, dazzles teachers during the day and spends her
evenings checking groceries to help pay the bills. She dreams of college and a professional career -- but she
doesn't have a green card or a Social Security number because her parents brought her across the border
illegally.

Marisela's best friend, Yadira, shares her predicament. But they spend all of their time with two girls who are
legal -- Elissa, who was born in the United States, and Clara, who has a green card. Each of the girls views
the others as her equals, yet the world does not treat them that way.

Their situation becomes increasingly painful and complex as the four young women approach adulthood, and
Marisela and Yadira watch their two legal friends gain opportunities that are not available to them. All four
hold American aspirations, but only Clara and Elissa have the documents necessary to realize those hopes.
Their friendship starts to divide along lines of immigration status.

Then a political firestorm begins. An illegal immigrant commits a horrendous crime in Denver, and a local
congressman seizes on the act as proof of all that is wrong with American society. Arguments over
immigration rage fiercely, and the girls' lives play out against a backdrop of intense debate over whether they
have any right to live in the country where they have grown up.

This brilliant, fast-paced work of narrative journalism is a vivid coming-of-age story about girlhood,
friendship, and, most of all, identity -- what it means to fake an identity, steal an identity, or inherit an
identity from one's parents and country. No matter what one's opinions are about immigration, Just Like Us
offers fascinating insight into one of our most complicated social issues today. The girls, their families, those
who welcome them, and those who object to their presence all must grapple with the same deep dilemma:
Who is an American? Who gets to live in America? And what happens when we don't agree?
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lau:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book Just Like Us: The True Story of Four
Mexican Girls Coming of Age in America. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Lois Araiza:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Just Like Us: The True Story of Four Mexican Girls
Coming of Age in America can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

John Ashcraft:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will observe
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to your
account is Just Like Us: The True Story of Four Mexican Girls Coming of Age in America this e-book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Roberta Swinton:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Just Like Us: The True Story of Four
Mexican Girls Coming of Age in America which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.
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