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“The Negroes must have Jesus, Jobs, and Justice,” declared Nannie Helen Burroughs, a nationally known
figure among black and white leaders and an architect of the Woman’s Convention of the National Baptist
Convention. Burroughs made this statement about the black women’s agenda in 1958, as she anticipated the
collapse of Jim Crow segregation and pondered the fate of African Americans. Following more than half a
century of organizing and struggling against racism in American society, sexism in the National Baptist
Convention, and the racism and paternalism of white women and the Southern Baptist Convention,
Burroughs knew that black Americans would need more than religion to survive and to advance socially,
economically, and politically. Jesus, jobs, and justice are the threads that weave through two hundred years
of black women’s experiences in America.

Bettye Collier-Thomas’s groundbreaking book gives us a remarkable account of the religious faith, social
and political activism, and extraordinary resilience of black women during the centuries of American growth
and change. It shows the beginnings of organized religion in slave communities and how the Bible was a
source of inspiration; the enslaved saw in their condition a parallel to the suffering and persecution that Jesus
had endured.

The author makes clear that while religion has been a guiding force in the lives of most African Americans,
for black women it has been essential. As co-creators of churches, women were a central factor in their
development. Jesus, Jobs, and Justice explores the ways in which women had to cope with sexism in black
churches, as well as racism in mostly white denominations, in their efforts to create missionary societies and
form women’s conventions. It also reveals the hidden story of how issues of sex and sexuality have
sometimes created tension and divisions within institutions.

Black church women created national organizations such as the National Association of Colored Women, the
National League of Colored Republican Women, and the National Council of Negro Women. They worked
in the interracial movement, in white-led Christian groups such as the YWCA and Church Women United,
and in male-dominated organizations such as the NAACP and National Urban League to demand civil rights,
equal employment, and educational opportunities, and to protest lynching, segregation, and discrimination.
And black women missionaries sacrificed their lives in service to their African sisters whose destiny they
believed was tied to theirs.

Jesus, Jobs, and Justice restores black women to their rightful place in American and black history and
demonstrates their faith in themselves, their race, and their God.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Castillo:

The book Jesus, Jobs, and Justice: African American Women and Religion can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Jesus, Jobs,
and Justice: African American Women and Religion? A number of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Jesus, Jobs, and Justice: African American Women and Religion has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Mattie Regan:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Jesus, Jobs, and
Justice: African American Women and Religion suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled Jesus, Jobs, and Justice: African American Women and Religionis the
one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Lyla Jackson:

The reason why? Because this Jesus, Jobs, and Justice: African American Women and Religion is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Michael Yancey:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is called of book Jesus, Jobs, and Justice: African American Women and Religion. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to



other place.
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