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"Property rights" and "Russia" do not usually belong in the same sentence. Rather, our general image of the
nation is of insecurity of private ownership and defenselessness in the face of the state. Many scholars have
attributed Russia’s long-term development problems to a failure to advance property rights for the modern
age and blamed Russian intellectuals for their indifference to the issues of ownership. A Public Empire
refutes this widely shared conventional wisdom and analyzes the emergence of Russian property regimes
from the time of Catherine the Great through World War I and the revolutions of 1917. Most importantly, A
Public Empire shows the emergence of the new practices of owning "public things" in imperial Russia and
the attempts of Russian intellectuals to reconcile the security of property with the ideals of the common
good.

The book analyzes how the belief that certain objects—rivers, forests, minerals, historical monuments, icons,
and Russian literary classics—should accede to some kind of public status developed in Russia in the mid-
nineteenth century. Professional experts and liberal politicians advocated for a property reform that aimed at
exempting public things from private ownership, while the tsars and the imperial government employed the
rhetoric of protecting the sanctity of private property and resisted attempts at its limitation.

Exploring the Russian ways of thinking about property, A Public Empire looks at problems of state reform
and the formation of civil society, which, as the book argues, should be rethought as a process of
constructing "the public" through the reform of property rights.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Frazier:

The book A Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book
A Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia to be your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book A Public Empire: Property and the
Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Katrina White:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The A Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia will give you
new experience in examining a book.

Philip Martin:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This A Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common
Good in Imperial Russia can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have
thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have A Public Empire: Property and the
Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia.

Sharon Works:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the
Common Good in Imperial Russia was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A
Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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