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Wangari Muta Maathai was born in Nyeri, Kenya in 1940. In 1960, she won a Kennedy scholarship to study
in America and earned a master's degree in biology from the University of Pittsburgh and became the first
woman in East Africa to earn a Ph.D.

Returning to Kenya in 1966, Wangari Maathai was shocked at the degradation of the forests and the
farmland caused by deforestation. Heavy rains had washed away much of the topsoil, silt was clogging the
rivers, and fertilizers were depriving the soil of nutrients. Wangari decided to solve the problem by planting
trees.

Under the auspices of the National Council of Women of Kenya, of which she was chairwoman from 1981 to
1987, she introduced the idea of planting trees through citizen foresters in 1976, and called this new
organization the Green Belt Movement (GBM). She continued to develop GBM into broad-based, grassroots
organization whose focus was women's groups planting of trees in order to conserve the environment and
improve their quality of life. Through the Green Belt Movement, Wangari Maathai has assisted women in
planting more than 20 million trees on their farms and on schools and church compounds in Kenya and all
over East Africa.

In Africa, as in many parts of the world, women are responsible for meals and collecting firewood.
Increasing deforestation has not only meant increasing desertification, but it has also meant that women have
had to travel further and further afield in order to collect the firewood. This in turn has led to women
spending less time around the home, tending to crops, and looking after their children. By staying closer to
home, earning income from sustainably harvesting the fruit and timber from trees, women not only can be
more productive, they can provide stability in the home. They can also create time for education
opportunities—whether for themselves or their children.

This virtuous circle of empowerment through conservation is serving as a model throughout the world,
where women both individually and collectively are entrusted with money and material to invest it in ways
that make a difference to their daily lives. Wangari Maathai's Green Belt Movement is a great example of
how one person can turn around the lives of thousands, if not millions of others, by empowering others to
change their situation.

Wangari's road to success was by no means easy. During the 1970s and 1980s, she came under increasing
scrutiny from the government of Daniel arap Moi. She was frequently the target of vilification from the
government, as well as subject to outright attacks and imprisonment. She refused to compromise her belief
that the people were best trusted to look after their natural resources, as opposed to the corrupt cronies of the
government, who were given whole swathes of public land, which they then despoiled.

In December 2002, Wangari Maathai was elected by an overwhelming margin to Parliament, where she is
the Assistant Secretary for Environnment, Wildlife, and Natural Resources in the democratically elected
Kibaki government. Even though she is now being protected by the very same soldiers who once arrested
her, her voice on behalf of the environment is still strong and determined.



In October 2004, she capped a lifetime of incredible achievements when she was awarded the 2004 Nobel
Peace Prize.

In The Green Belt Movement, founder Wangari Maathai tells its story: why it started, how it operates, and
where it is going. She includes the philosophy behind it, its challenges and objectives, and the specific steps
involved in starting a similar grassroots environmental and social justice organization. The Green Belt
Movement is the inspiring story of people working at the grassroots level to improve their environment and
their country. Their story offers ideas about a new and hopeful future for Africa and the rest of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Calderon:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Green Belt Movement: Sharing the Approach and the
Experience. Try to stumble through book The Green Belt Movement: Sharing the Approach and the
Experience as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Gregg Spencer:

The book The Green Belt Movement: Sharing the Approach and the Experience gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make studying a book The Green Belt Movement: Sharing the Approach and the Experience to get your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Green Belt
Movement: Sharing the Approach and the Experience. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Johnny Grady:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Green
Belt Movement: Sharing the Approach and the Experience is kind of book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

James Sanchez:

This The Green Belt Movement: Sharing the Approach and the Experience are generally reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Green Belt Movement:
Sharing the Approach and the Experience can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Green Belt Movement: Sharing the



Approach and the Experience forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.
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