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The press and politicians. A delicate relationship. Too close, and danger ensues. Too far apart, and
democracy itself cannot function.

Pravda (which means "truth") is a satire written at the height of Thatcherism when huge political changes
were afoot. The play essentially studies, through black humour and close scrutiny, the tabloid ethic and the
mediaindustry as a get-rich-quick-fix.

In the programme for the original 1985 production of Pravda, Brenton wrote: "Pravda means 'the truth'.
English newspapers aren't propaganda sheets. The question is, why do so many of them choose to behave as
if they are?"

The character of Lambert Le Roux is a South African newspaper tycoon and the owner of several companies,
striding his way through the regional papers en route to Fleet Street. Turning broadsheets tabloid, dumbing
down the message, and stretching the truth, Le Roux takes no prisoners as he manipulates politicians and
creates a media monopoly out of a once-respected industry.

Le Roux is bent on dominating England's press as he has el sewhere in the world. Aswe see Le Roux
accomplish his aims, we see al'so how the pressis not the organ of truth we like to think it is. The
dissemination of the truth is no longer its primary goal under the 'Lambert Le Rouxs' of our world. What is
important now is what sells.

The play is an epic satire on the mediain the Thatcher era; a morality tale about how Andrew, ayoung
liberal journalist, finally succumbs to Le Roux, who makes him editor of atabloid; and — allegedly — the play
isadirect representation of Rupert Murdoch who, even in 1985, was a major force in media ownership.

Howard Brenton's and David Hare's first collaboration since Brassneck in 1973, Pravda was premiered at the
National Theatre in May 1985, starring Anthony Hopkins and directed by David Hare, and was awarded the
London Standard Best Play Award, the City Limits Best Play Award, and the Plays and Players Best Play
Award.

This Modern Classics edition features an introduction by Philip Roberts, Emeritus Professor of Drama and
Theatre Studies at the University of Leeds, and aforeword by Jonathan Church.
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From reader reviews:
Dennis Fleenor:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Pravda (Modern Classics).

Shannon Lynch:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Aswe know that book is
very important for all of us. The book Pravda (Modern Classics) was making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide
Pravda (Modern Classics) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your
friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with all the book Pravda (Modern Classics). Y ou never experience lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Brandy Brobst:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Pravda (Modern Classics) book is readable through you who hate those
straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyabl e reading through experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Pravda (Modern Classics)
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different by means of it. So, do you still thinking Pravda (Modern Classics) is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Mattie Priest:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Pravda (Modern Classics)
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Pravda (Modern Classics) as
good book not only by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book
by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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