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The powerful and innovative King Æthelstan reigned only briefly (924-939), yet his achievements during
those eventful fifteen years changed the course of English history. He won spectacular military victories
(most notably at Brunanburh), forged unprecedented political connections across Europe, and succeeded in
creating the first unified kingdom of the English. To claim for him the title of "first English monarch" is no
exaggeration.

In this nuanced portrait of Æthelstan, Sarah Foot offers the first full account of the king ever written. She
traces his life through the various spheres in which he lived and worked, beginning with the intimate context
of his family, then extending outward to his unusual multiethnic royal court, the Church and his kingdom,
the wars he conducted, and finally his death and legacy. Foot describes a sophisticated man who was not
only a great military leader but also a worthy king. He governed brilliantly, developed creative ways to
project his image as a ruler, and devised strategic marriage treaties and gift exchanges to cement alliances
with the leading royal and ducal houses of Europe. Æthelstan’s legacy, seen in the new light of this masterful
biography, is inextricably connected to the very forging of England and early English identity.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Aethelstan: The First King of England (The English
Monarchs Series). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a book Aethelstan: The First King of England (The English Monarchs Series). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Daniel Trimble:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Aethelstan: The First King of England (The English Monarchs Series), you can tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Johnny Harper:

Precisely why? Because this Aethelstan: The First King of England (The English Monarchs Series) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

William Wood:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list is Aethelstan: The First King of England (The English
Monarchs Series). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to



be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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