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The darters are a fascinating group of colorful and diminutive freshwater fish whose beauty rivals that of the
tropical reef fishes. Native only to North America, the darters occur widely, especially in the United States,
but are little known to the general public, largely because of their small size?few exceed six inches and some
measure a mere one inch at maturity.

This book is the first comprehensive guide to the darters, covering all named and several undescribed
forms?140 species in all. Each species account includes a synoptic description to aid in separation of similar
species and subspecies, a range map, and discussion of the species' distribution, natural heritage, abundance,
and scientific name. An illustrated key and glossary will further assist scientists, students, fishermen, and
aquarium specialists in identifying darter species.

Central to this volume is the series of 144 handsome color photographs illustrating nearly all known darter
species and several subspecies. Most of the specimens shown were caught by the authors at sites throughout
the United States, Canada, and Mexico, and photographed by them on site using a recently developed
technique that captures the full brilliance of the living fish.

Because of their importance as indicators of environmental quality, the darters are receiving increasing
attention today from scientists and naturalists. Public interest was focused recently on the plight of the snail
darter, but many other darter species are either threatened or endangered, and others face an uncertain future
as human activities continue to degrade our waterways. All those with an interest in preserving the natural
heritage of our rivers and streams will find this comprehensive guide to the darters an invaluable tool.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Longoria:

The book The American Darters make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make studying a book The American Darters to be your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide The American Darters. Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Lucille Daulton:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this The American Darters, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Gordon Lipsky:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. The American Darters can be your answer because it can be read by you
actually who have those short time problems.

Delaine Valencia:

You can find this The American Darters by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various.
Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar
to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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