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Among the most enduring themes in American history is the idea that the United States was founded as a
Christian nation. A pervasive narrative in everything from school textbooks to political commentary, it is
central to the way in which many Americans perceive the historical legacy of their nation. Y et, as Steven K.
Green shows in thisilluminating new book, it islittle more than a myth.

In Inventing a Christian America, Green, aleading historian of religion and politics, explores the historical
record that is purported to support the popular belief in America’s religious founding and status as a Christian
nation. He demonstrates that, like all myths, these claims are based on historical "facts' that have been
colored by the interpretive narratives that have been imposed upon them. In tracing the evolution of these
claims and the evidence levied in support of them from the founding of the New England colonies, through
the American Revolution, and to the present day, he investigates how they became leading narrativesin the
country's collective identity. Three critical moments in American history shaped and continue to drive the
myth of a Christian America: the Puritan founding of New England, the American Revolution and the
forging of anew nation, and the early years of the nineteenth century, when a second generation of
Americans sought to redefine and reconcile the memory of the founding to match their religious and patriotic
aspirations. Seeking to shed light not only on the veracity of these ideas but on the reasons they endure,
Green ultimately shows that the notion of Americas religious founding is a myth not merely in the colloquial
sense, but also in a deeper sense, as a shared story that gives deeper meaning to our collective national
identity.

Offering afresh look at one of the most common and contested claimsin American history, Inventing a
Christian America is an enlightening read for anyone interested in the story of-and the debate over-America's
founding.
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From reader reviews:
Tracy Painter:

With other case, little folks like to read book Inventing a Christian America: The Myth of the Religious
Founding. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
isimportant a new book Inventing a Christian America: The Myth of the Religious Founding. Y ou can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you
can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let'slearn.

Diane Joiner:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students because they're still students or that for all peoplein
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Inventing a
Christian America: The Myth of the Religious Founding. All type of book isit possible to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Billie Brown:

The event that you get from Inventing a Christian America: The Myth of the Religious Founding may be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Inventing a Christian America: The Myth of the
Religious Founding giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir point in selected way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This book also makes your own vaocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
particular Inventing a Christian America: The Myth of the Religious Founding instantly.

Dana Richardson:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Inventing a Christian America: The Myth
of the Religious Founding can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new erais common not a nerd activity.
So what these publications have than the others?
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