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Matthew J. Babcock's Private Fire: Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose is an examination of the life and
work of one of America's most intriguing but tragically obscure writers. Babcock uses his own personal
relationship Robert Francis's work, which emphasizes conservation and connectedness to our natural
surroundings, to illuminate both overtones and nuances that are undoubtedly useful to those interested in
poetry and ecology. Babcock begins with a brief biographical section intended to set the tone for readers
previously unfamiliar with Robert Francis and then continues into an analysis of the influence of Emily
Dickinson and Robert Frost on Francis's work. Starting in Chapter Three, Private Fire shifts into the realm of
literary analysis and discusses various angles of Francis's work, from representations of gender and sexual
identity; prose contributions, both fiction and non-fiction; religion and politics; to themes of conservation,
place-making, experimental poetic styles, and asceticism, finishing with a discussion of Francis's only long
narrative poem, 'Valhalla.' This poem joins other prophetic works in musing upon environmental
apocalypticism. Matthew J. Babcock finishes this detailed and thoughtful volume with concluding
meditations that situate Robert Francis with his contemporaries, helping readers to locate him historically
and contextually amongst other 20th century writers. By using biography and literary theory as the lens
through which one interprets Francis's work, Private Fire: Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose successfully
navigates the literary and cultural environment surrounding a poet who himself was so connected with the
world around him.
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From reader reviews:

David Lucero:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Private Fire: Robert Francis's
Ecopoetry and Prose is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Melissa Jackson:

Typically the book Private Fire: Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after reading this article book.

Richard Chambers:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide Private Fire: Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose was filled in relation
to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Lyndsey Lafferty:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Private Fire: Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose or even
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Private Fire: Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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