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In Da Vinci's Ghost, critically acclaimed historian Toby Lester tells the story of the world’s most iconic
image, the Vitruvian Man, and sheds surprising new light on the artistry and scholarship of Leonardo da
Vinci, one of history’s most fascinating figures.

Deftly weaving together art, architecture, history, theology, and much else, Da Vinci's Ghost is a first-rate
intellectual enchantment.”—Charles Mann, author of 1493

Da Vinci didn’t summon Vitruvian Man out of thin air. He was inspired by the idea originally formulated by
the Roman architect Vitruvius, who suggested that the human body could be made to fit inside a circle, long
associated with the divine, and a square, related to the earthly and secular. To place a man inside those
shapes was to imply that the human body could indeed be a blueprint for the workings of the universe. Da
Vinci elevated Vitruvius’ idea to exhilarating heights when he set out to do something unprecedented, if the
human body truly reflected the cosmos, he reasoned, then studying its anatomy more thoroughly than had
ever been attempted before—peering deep into body and soul—might grant him an almost godlike
perspective on the makeup of the world.

Written with the same narrative flair and intellectual sweep as Lester’s award-winning first book, the “almost
unbearably thrilling” (Simon Winchester) Fourth Part of the World, and beautifully illustrated with Da
Vinci's drawings, Da Vinci’s Ghost follows Da Vinci on his journey to understanding the secrets of the
Vitruvian man. It captures a pivotal time in Western history when the Middle Ages were giving way to the
Renaissance, when art, science, and philosophy were rapidly converging, and when it seemed possible that a
single human being might embody—and even understand—the nature of the universe.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Croll:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Da Vinci's Ghost: Genius,
Obsession, and How Leonardo Created the World in His Own Image. All type of book could you see on
many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Kina Chatman:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. Da Vinci's Ghost: Genius, Obsession, and How Leonardo Created the World in His
Own Image can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Benita Newton:

You may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Da Vinci's Ghost: Genius, Obsession, and
How Leonardo Created the World in His Own Image is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bonnie Vassallo:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Da Vinci's Ghost: Genius, Obsession, and How Leonardo Created the
World in His Own Image can make you experience more interested to read.
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