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This is a book about the defining assumptions and assumed definition of the welfare state. It is a work that
pulls apart social categories like "disability" or "need" and shows how they function politically and where
they come from historically.

For many years, the welfare state was expanding. In those times, advocates for many new groups of people
were able to win through the political process the extension of benefits to their constituents. Definitions of
need, worth, and eligibility were changed so that more people became "entitled" to payments. The opposite
trend is in effect now. Most advanced industrial states have experienced some form of fiscal crisis, and their
governments are taking a hard look at how they define who is eligible for support.

One major category is disability. But who is "disabled," and who decides that? Though doctors certify
disability for the state, Stone argues that "the concept of disability is fundamentally the result of political
conflict about distributive criteria and the appropriate recipients of social aid."

The concept also has a social history and a social context today. Despite the very real stigma of the world
"disabled" in other settings, being "disabled" for welfare purposes means being morally worthy. Like the
"deserving poor" of English Poor Law, the "disabled" would work if they could. Isn't disability something
that can be measured scientifically and apolitically determined? That argument breaks down in the face of a
simple example: blindness. Many blind people can work, yet because of the obviousness of the condition and
sympathy it arouses, the "blind" have always been considered eligible for benefits without question.

The concern with "welfare cheats" is not a new one. The author reaches back several centuries to trace the
fascinating history of this and other aspects of welfare policy in Germany, England, and the United States.
What she finds are elaborate tests to weed out fraudulent applicants (beggars with faked afflictions) and
changing criteria to distinguish the able from the "disabled."
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important normally. The book The disabled state (Health, society, and policy) seemed to be making you
to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The reserve The disabled state (Health, society, and policy) is not only giving you far
more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book The disabled state
(Health, society, and policy). You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Catherine Stoltenberg:

The particular book The disabled state (Health, society, and policy) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book The disabled state (Health, society, and
policy) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Dorothea Profitt:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The disabled state (Health, society, and
policy) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The disabled state (Health, society, and policy)
as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Joshua Miner:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This reserve The disabled state (Health, society, and policy) was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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