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America’s national parks are some of the most powerful, beautiful, and inspiring spots on the earth. They are
often considered “spiritual” places in which one can connect to oneself and to nature. But it takes a lot of
work to make nature appear natural. To maintain the apparently pristine landscapes of our parks, the
National Park Service must engage in traffic management, landscape design, crowd-diffusing techniques,
viewpoint construction, behavioral management, and more—and to preserve the “spiritual” experience of the
park, they have to keep this labor invisible.
 
Spirituality and the State analyzes the way that the state manages spirituality in the parks through subtle,
sophisticated, unspoken, and powerful techniques. Following the demands of a secular ethos, park officials
have developed strategies that slide under the church/state barrier to facilitate deep connections between
visitors and the space, connections that visitors often express as spiritual. Through indirect communication,
the design of trails, roads, and vista points, and the management of land, bodies and sense perception, the
state invests visitors in a certain way of experiencing reality that is perceived as natural, individual, and
authentic. This construction of experience naturalizes the exercise of authority and the historical, social, and
political interests that lie behind it. In this way a personal, individual, nature spirituality becomes a public
religion of a particularly liberal stripe. Drawing on surveys and interviews with visitors and rangers as well
as analyses of park spaces, Spirituality and the State investigates the production and reception of nature and
spirituality in America’s national park system.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Barrett:

Here thing why this kind of Spirituality and the State: Managing Nature and Experience in America's
National Parks (North American Religions) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Spirituality
and the State: Managing Nature and Experience in America's National Parks (North American Religions)
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book
that similar with Spirituality and the State: Managing Nature and Experience in America's National Parks
(North American Religions). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of Spirituality and the State: Managing Nature and Experience in America's National
Parks (North American Religions) in e-book can be your choice.

Derek Winter:

The actual book Spirituality and the State: Managing Nature and Experience in America's National Parks
(North American Religions) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you.
The book Spirituality and the State: Managing Nature and Experience in America's National Parks (North
American Religions) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

June Ross:

This Spirituality and the State: Managing Nature and Experience in America's National Parks (North
American Religions) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Spirituality and the State: Managing
Nature and Experience in America's National Parks (North American Religions) in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Janet Warren:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes



reading, not only science book but also novel and Spirituality and the State: Managing Nature and
Experience in America's National Parks (North American Religions) or others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Spirituality and the State: Managing
Nature and Experience in America's National Parks (North American Religions) to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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