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It is commonplace among literary critics to refer to William Faulkner's influence on Spanish American
literature. Yet few studies have delved seriously into why the attraction of the writings of this southerner has
been so powerful. In this bold new study, Deborah N. Cohn addresses this question squarely, from two
perspectives.

First, Cohn proposes that Faulkner's appeal derives from Spanish American authors' perception of
similarities between the South's history and the experiences of their own respective nations. She delineates
historical experiences common to the South and Spanish America, including civil wars, defeat and
dispossession, regional marginalization, and socio-economic hardship. She also suggests that Spanish
American authors found in Faulkner a set of concerns with which they could identify and that, as a result,
they were inspired to take up the stylistic innovations characteristic of his writing. The resulting assimilation
and adaptation of Euro-American modernism through Faulkner has been an indispensable part of what is
known as la nueva narrativa, "the new narrative," as well as of successive movements in Spanish American
literature.

From another perspective, Cohn's book shows points of contact between works by other southern and
Spanish American novelists without positing relations of influence. Specifically, after identifying common,
recurrent themes in modern southern and Spanish American literature in general, Cohn reveals levels of a
shared understanding of regional history in Faulkner and Mario Vargas Llosa, in Ralph Ellison and Isabel
Allende, as well as in Katherine Anne Porter and Juan Rulfo. Her analyses compare and contrast these
authors' shared attempts to provide correctives to official, mainstream historical discourse through alternate,
parallel strategies for reconstructing, recording, and reclaiming the past.

In yoking together the South and Spanish America as neighboring spaces with similar personalities, Cohn
advances a daring and controversial thesis that both narrows and enhances the frame of comparison between
the literatures of the South and Spanish America.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Clark:

The knowledge that you get from History and Memory in the Two Souths: Recent Southern and Spanish
American Fiction is a more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but History and Memory in the
Two Souths: Recent Southern and Spanish American Fiction giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because
the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this History and Memory in the Two Souths: Recent Southern and Spanish
American Fiction instantly.

Charles Lemaster:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept History and
Memory in the Two Souths: Recent Southern and Spanish American Fiction suitable to you? Often the book
was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled History and Memory in the Two
Souths: Recent Southern and Spanish American Fictionis the main of several books that will everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Janet Steele:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the guide untitled History and Memory in the Two Souths: Recent Southern and Spanish American
Fiction can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Marvin Ober:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book History and Memory in the Two Souths: Recent
Southern and Spanish American Fiction to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to



like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve History and Memory in the Two Souths:
Recent Southern and Spanish American Fiction can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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