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For centuries Daoism (Taoism) has played a central role in the development of Chinese thought and
civilization, yet to this day only afew of its sacred texts have been translated into English. Now Stephen R.
Bokenkamp introduces the reader to ancient scriptures never before published in the West, providing a
systematic and easily accessible introduction to early Daoism (c. 2nd-6th C.E.). Representative works from
each of the principal Daoist traditions comprise the basic structure of the book, with each chapter
accompanied by an introduction that places the material within a historical and cultural context. Included are
trandations of the earliest Daoist commentary to Laozi's Daode jing (Tao Te Ching); historical documents
relating the history of the early Daoist church; a petitioning ritual used to free believers from complaints
brought against them by the dead; and two complete scriptures, one on individual meditation practice and
another designed to rescue humanity from the terrors of hell through recitation of its powerful charms. In
addition, Bokenkamp elucidates the connections Daoism holds with other schools of thought, particularly
Confucianism and Buddhism.

This book provides a much-needed introduction to Daoism for students of religion and is awelcome addition

for scholars wishing to explore Daoist sacred literature. It serves as an overview to every aspect of early
Daoist tradition and all the seminal practices which have helped shape the religion as it exists today.
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From reader reviews:
lan Gardner:

This Early Daoist Scriptures (Daoist Classics, No 1) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get.
That Early Daoist Scriptures (Daoist Classics, No 1) without we understand teach the one who looking at it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Early Daoist Scriptures (Daoist Classics,
No 1) can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Early Daoist Scriptures (Daoist
Classics, No 1) having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Dennis Thorpe:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Early Daoist Scriptures (Daoist Classics, No
1) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Joshua Stpierre:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Early Daoist Scriptures (Daoist Classics, No
1) aswell as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other
book likes Early Daoist Scriptures (Daoist Classics, No 1) to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like here.

Christine Cote:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individua has different hobby. And
also you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update in relation to



something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Early
Daoist Scriptures (Daoist Classics, No 1).
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