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A fascinating exploration of the connection between profit making and morality, this book illustrates how
modern accounting had its roots in the sacrament of confession.

Double-entry bookkeeping (DEB), modern capitalism’s first and foremost calculative technology, was
“invented” during the Middle Ages when profit making was morally stigmatized. James Aho examines the
problematic of moneymaking and offers an explanatory understanding of the paradoxical coupling of profit
seeking and morality by situating DEB in the religious circumstances from which it emerged, specifically the
newly instituted sacrament of penance, that is, confession.

Confession impacted the consciences of medieval businessmen both through its sacramental form and
through its moral teachings. The form of confession produced widespread habits of moral scrupulosity
(leading to compulsive record keeping); the content of confession taught that commerce itself was morally
suspect. Scrupulous businessmen were thus driven to justify their affairs to church, commune, and
themselves. With the aid of DEB, moneymaking was “Christianized” and Christianity was made more
amenable to the pursuit of wealth. Although DEB is typically viewed exclusively as a scientifically neutral
account of the flow of money through a firm, it remains as it was originally devised, a rhetorical argument.

James Aho is Professor of Sociology at Idaho State University and is the author of many books, including
The Things of the World: A Social Phenomenology and The Orifice as Sacrificial Site: Culture,
Organization, and the Body.
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From reader reviews:

Marco Roy:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Confession and
Bookkeeping: The Religious, Moral, and Rhetorical Roots of Modern Accounting suitable to you? The
actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Confession and
Bookkeeping: The Religious, Moral, and Rhetorical Roots of Modern Accountingis the main one of several
books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world with this book.

Gene Kistler:

Beside this particular Confession and Bookkeeping: The Religious, Moral, and Rhetorical Roots of Modern
Accounting in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Confession and Bookkeeping: The
Religious, Moral, and Rhetorical Roots of Modern Accounting because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from at this
point!

Keith Barnett:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Confession and Bookkeeping: The Religious, Moral,
and Rhetorical Roots of Modern Accounting can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this
one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
We need to have Confession and Bookkeeping: The Religious, Moral, and Rhetorical Roots of Modern
Accounting.

Billie Gallagher:

You will get this Confession and Bookkeeping: The Religious, Moral, and Rhetorical Roots of Modern
Accounting by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty
if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or



printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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