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In Gilded Age America, Arctic explorers were fabulous celebrities—assured of riches and near-immortality
so long as they reached the North Pole first. Of the many attempts to meet that goal, three American
expeditions, launched from the Russian archipelago of Franz Josef Land, ended in abject failure, their
exploits consigned to near-oblivion. Even so, these ventures—the Wellman expedition (1898–99), the
Baldwin-Ziegler (1901–2), and the Fiala-Ziegler (1903–5)—have much to tell us about the personalities,
politics, and economics of exploration in their day. In The Greatest Show in the Arctic, the first book to
chronicle all three expeditions, P. J. Capelotti explores what went right and what, in the end, went tragically
wrong.

The cast of colorful characters from the Franz Josef Land forays included Walter Wellman, a Chicago
journalist and bon vivant running from debts, his mistress, and an illegitimate daughter; Evelyn Briggs
Baldwin, a deranged meteorologist with a fetish for balloons and a passion for Swedish conserves; and
Anthony Fiala, a pious photographer in search of God in the Arctic. Featuring an international cast of
supporting characters worthy of a three-ring circus, The Greatest Show in the Arctic follows each of the three
expeditions in turn, from spectacular feats of financing to their bitter ends. Along the way, the explorers
accumulated considerable geographic knowledge and left a legacy of place-names.

Through close study of the expeditions’ journals, Capelotti reveals that the Franz Josef Land endeavors
foundered chiefly because of poor leadership and internal friction, not for lack of funding, as historians have
previously suspected. Presenting tales of noble intentions, novel inventions, and epic miscalculations, The
Greatest Show in the Arctic brings fresh life to a unique and underappreciated story of American exploration.
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Reed:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just
their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on guardería until university need that The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American
Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American Exploration and Travel Series) to read.

Peggy Elmore:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American
Exploration and Travel Series), you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Elizabeth Rivera:

This The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American
Exploration and Travel Series) is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information
accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American
Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American Exploration and Travel Series) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Julie Long:

The book untitled The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-
1905 (American Exploration and Travel Series) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do



certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings
you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.
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