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Published in 1774, Essay on Gardens is one of the earliest texts showing the progressive shift in French taste
from the classical model of the gardens at Versailles to the picturesque or natural style of garden design in
the late eighteenth century. In this formulation of his ideas concerning landscape, Claude-Henri Watelet
describes an ideal farm and also his own very real garden, Moulin Joli, near Paris. He advances the theory
that the useful and the pleasurable must be combined in the planning, preservation, and decoration of the
land by offering a relatively novel design that uses experimental methods to create a comfortable estate. The
result is a horticultural and ecological laboratory that includes a residence, a farm, stables, a dairy, an apiary,
a mill, walks, vistas, flower beds, an area reserved for medicinal plants, decorative statues, a medical
laboratory, and even a small infirmary for ailing members of the community.

Given the wide scholarly interest in the field of garden design and its history, this first English edition of
Watelet's small but influential book will interest historians of landscape design as well as students of the
history of architecture. Joseph Disponzio's informative introduction to Samuel Danon's masterful translation
situates the Essay on Gardens within the framework of other landscape and garden treatises of the late
eighteenth century.

Although the original text was not illustrated, this edition includes a selection of charming drawings and
etchings of Moulin Joli by Watelet himself, Hubert Robert, and others.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Poston:

Here thing why this Essay on Gardens: A Chapter in the French Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape
Architecture) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Essay on Gardens: A
Chapter in the French Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Essay on
Gardens: A Chapter in the French Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture). It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Essay on Gardens: A Chapter in the French Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) in e-book
can be your alternative.

Katrina Roberts:

This Essay on Gardens: A Chapter in the French Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) are
usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Essay on Gardens:
A Chapter in the French Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) can be one of many great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Essay on Gardens: A Chapter in the French Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) giving you
an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Amy Nichols:

Beside this kind of Essay on Gardens: A Chapter in the French Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape
Architecture) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Essay on Gardens: A Chapter in the
French Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book as well as read it from now!



Sandra Bland:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Essay on Gardens: A Chapter in the French
Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look
at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We should have Essay on Gardens: A Chapter in the French Picturesque (Penn Studies in
Landscape Architecture).
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