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Many Latino and Chinese women who immigrated to New York City over the past two decades found work
in the garment industry-an industry well known for both hiring immigrants and its harsh working conditions.
Today the garment industry is one of the largest immigrant employers in New York City and workers in
Chinese- and Korean-owned factories produce 70 percent of all manufactured clothing in New York City.
Based on extensive interviews with workers and employers, Margaret M. Chin, offers a detailed and
complex portrait of the work lives of Chinese and Latino garment workers. Chin, whose mother and aunts
worked in Chinatown's garment industry, also explores how immigration status, family circumstances, ethnic
relations, and gender affect the garment industry workplace. In turn, she analyzes how these factors affect
whom employers hire and what wages and benefits are given to the employees. Chin's study contrasts the
working conditions and hiring practices of Korean- and Chinese-owned factories. Her comparison of the two
practices illuminates how ethnic ties both improve and hinder opportunities for immigrants. While both
sectors take advantage of workers and are characterized by low wages and lax enforcement of safety
regulations-there are crucial differences. In the Chinese sector, owners encourage employees, almost entirely
female, to recruit new workers, especially friends and family. Though Chinese workers tend to be
documented and unionized, this work arrangement allows owners to maintain a more paternalistic
relationship with their employees. Gender also plays a major role in channeling women into the garment
industry, as Chinese immigrants, particularly those with children, tend to maintain traditional gender roles in
the workplace. Korean-owned shops, however, hire mostly undocumented Mexican and Ecuadorian workers,
both male and female. These workers tend not to have children and are thus less tied to traditional gender
roles. Unlike their Chinese counterparts, Korean employers hire workers on their own terms and would
rather not allow current employees to influence their decisions. Chin's work also provides an overview of the
history of the garment industry, examines immigration strategies, and concludes with a discussion of changes
in the industry in the aftermath of 9/11.
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From reader reviews:

Ralph Garibay:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on
Ethnicity and Race)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Gary McIntosh:

This Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies
on Ethnicity and Race) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Sewing Women:
Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and
Race) without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be
worry Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative
Studies on Ethnicity and Race) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out
to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Sewing Women: Immigrants
and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) having
fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Anna Cooper:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City
Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) as well as others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are
helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Sewing
Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity
and Race) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Clara Palmer:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Sewing Women: Immigrants and the



New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) to make your
current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book
and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the
book Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative
Studies on Ethnicity and Race) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of this time.
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