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The scarcity of surface water which has so marked the Great Plains is even more characteristic of its
subdivision, the Texas High Plains. Settlers on the plateau were forced to use pump technology to tap the
vast ground water resources—the underground rain—beneath its flat surface.

The evolution from windmills to the modern high-speed irrigation pumps took place over several decades.
Three phases characterized the movement toward irrigation. In the period from 1910 to 1920, large-volume
pumping plants first appeared in the region, but, due to national and regional circumstances, these premature
efforts were largely abortive. The second phase began as a response to the drouth of the Dust Bowl and
continued into the 1950s. By 1959, irrigation had become an important aspect of the flourishing High Plains
economy. The decade of the 1960s was characterized chiefly by a growing alarm over the declining ground
water table caused by massive pumping, and by investigations of other water sources.

Land of the Underground Rain is a study in human use and threatened exhaustion of the High Plains' most
valuable natural resource. Ground water was so plentiful that settlers believed it flowed inexhaustibly from
some faraway place or mysteriously from a giant underground river. Whatever the source, they believed that
it was being constantly replenished, and until the 1950s they generally opposed effective conservation of
ground water. A growing number of weak and dry wells then made it apparent that Plains residents were
"mining" an exhaustible resource.

The Texas High Plains region has been far more successful in exploiting its resource than in conserving it.
The very success of its pump technology has produced its environmental crisis. The problem brought about
by the threatened exhaustion of this resource still awaits a solution.

This study is the first comprehensive history of irrigation on the Texas High Plains, and it is the first
comprehensive treatment of the development of twentieth-century pump irrigation in any area of the United
States.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Mason:

This book untitled Land of the Underground Rain: Irrigation on the Texas High Plains, 1910-1970 to be one
of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Deborah Browning:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Land of the Underground Rain: Irrigation on the
Texas High Plains, 1910-1970 can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Donna Bledsoe:

You can find this Land of the Underground Rain: Irrigation on the Texas High Plains, 1910-1970 by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date.
Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Rod Doughty:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Land of the Underground Rain: Irrigation on the Texas High Plains, 1910-1970 can make you
sense more interested to read.
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