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In 1812, New Hampshire shopkeeper Timothy M. Joy abandoned his young family, fleeing the creditors who
threatened to imprison him. Within days, he found himself in a Massachusetts jailhouse, charged with
defamation of a prominent politician. During the months of his incarceration, Joy kept a remarkable journal
that recounts his personal, anguished path toward spiritual redemption. Martin J. Hershock situates Joy's
account in the context of the pugnacious politics of the early republic, giving context to acommon citizen's
perspective on partisanship and the fate of an unfortunate shopkeeper swept along in the transition to market
capitalism.

In addition to this close-up view of an ordinary person's experience of atransformative period, Hershock
reflects on his own work as a historian. In the final chapter, he discusses the value of diaries as historical
sources, the choices he made in telling Joy's story, aternative interpretations of the diary, and other contexts
in which he might have placed Joy's experiences. The appendix reproduces Joy's original journal so that
readers can develop their own skills using a primary source.
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From reader reviews:
Christen Arnold:

The book A New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we |leave the best thing like a book
A New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America? A number of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book A New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and
Markets in Early America has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you.

Y ou can search the enormous world by open up and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Stubblefield:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The A New England Prison Diary: Slander,
Religion, and Marketsin Early Americaiskind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Joseph Lewis:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire al their reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But a so they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days alwaystry to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of themisthisA
New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America.

Janelle Coe:

The reserve with title A New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and Marketsin Early America haslot
of information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book. This particular book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That
isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of

the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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