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In the decades after World War II, the United States became the most prosperous nation in the world and a
superpower whose dominance was symbolized by the American suburbs. Spurred by the decline of its
industrial cities and by mass suburbanization, people imagined a new national identity—one that emphasized
consumerism, social mobility, and a suburban lifestyle. The urbanity of the city was lost. In When America
Became Suburban, Robert A. Beauregard examines this historic intersection of urban decline, mass
suburbanization, domestic prosperity, and U.S. global aspirations as it unfolded from 1945 to the mid-1970s.
Suburban expansion and the subsequent emergence of sprawling Sunbelt cities transformed every aspect of
American society. Assessing the global implications of America’s suburban way of life as evidence of the
superiority of capitalist democracy, Beauregard traces how the suburban ideology enabled America to
distinguish itself from both the Communist bloc and Western Europe, thereby deepening its claim of
exceptionalism on the world-historical stage.Placing the decline of America’s industrial cities and the rise of
vast suburban housing and retail spaces into a cultural, political, and global context, Beauregard illuminates
how these phenomena contributed to a changing notion of America’s identity at home and abroad. When
America Became Suburban brings to light the profound implications of de-urbanization: from the siphoning
of investments from the cities and the effect on the quality of life for those left behind to a profound shift in
national identity.Robert A. Beauregard is a professor in the Graduate School of Architecture, Planning, and
Preservation at Columbia University. He is the author of Voices of Decline: The Postwar Fate of U.S. Cities
and editor of Economic Restructuring and Political Response and Atop the Urban Hierarchy.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Conley:

The book When America Became Suburban gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book When America
Became Suburban being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a e-
book When America Became Suburban. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

James Robicheaux:

This book untitled When America Became Suburban to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there
is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Lorene Lord:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book When America Became Suburban was colorful
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book When America Became Suburban has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
this.

Rod Reese:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra When America Became
Suburban.
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