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From Mark Haddon, author of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, A Spot of Bother,
and The Red House, nine dazzling stories diver se in style but united in emotional power

Thetalesin Mark Haddon's lyrical and uncompromising new collection take many forms—Victorian
adventure story, science fiction, morality tale, contemporary realism—but they all showcase his virtuoso
giftsas astylist and the deep well of empathy that made his three bestselling novels so compelling.

The characters here are often isolated physically or estranged from their families, yet they yearn for
connection. In aggregate the stories become a meditation on the essential aloneness of the human condition
but also on the connections, however tenuous and imperfect, that link people to one another. In the title story,
an unnamed narrator describes with cool precision a catastrophe that strikes a seaside town, both tearing lives
apart and bringing them together.

In the prizewinning story “The Gun,” aboy’slife is marked by the afternoon he encounters a
semiautomatic pistol belonging to his friend' s older brother; in “The Island,” a Greek princess is abandoned
on anisland by her abductor; in “The Boys Who Left Hometo Learn Fear,” a group of adventurers travel
deep into the Amazonian jungle but discover the gravest danger lurking among their own number; andin
“The Woodpecker and the Wolf,” awoman wonders whether she has chosen to travel to Mars only to escape
the entanglement of human relationships back here on Earth.

Drawing inventively from history, myth, folktales, and modern life, The Pier Falls showcases Haddon’'s
immense gifts of invention and penetrating insight.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Lori Johnson:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Pier Falls: And Other Stories. Y ou can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. Aslong as we know about how isimportant abook The Pier Falls:
And Other Stories. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are
able to open abook or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Deborah L ake:

Book iswritten, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Close to that you
can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Pier Falls. And Other Stories will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel alot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Irene Weinstein:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Pier Falls: And
Other Stories suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular
book untitled The Pier Falls: And Other Storiesis one of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book wasinspired alot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you awide range of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Albert Hartley:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. The Pier Falls: And Other Stories can be your answer asit can be read by anyone who have
those short time problems.
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