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Thomas Hardy (2nd June 1840 – 11th January 1928), celebrated poet and writer, was born in a modest
thatched cottage near Dorchester in the West country, to a builder father. His mother came from a line of
intelligent, lively and ambitious women so ensured her son had the best formal education available for their
modest means although this ended when he was 16. He became a draughtsman specialising in the building of
churches was able to give it up to be a full time writer and poet with the publication of Far From the
Madding Crown which became a bestseller and like much of his work was serialised. His writing reflects his
passionate beliefs for social reform and exposes the hypocrisy of the rules of the Victorian age which
constrained many freedoms with convention and restricted the transcending of class boundaries. His novels
are almost entirely set in rural Wessex which although fictional is clearly rooted in the SW counties of
England where he was born and lived most of his life. Hardy’s writing caused controversy in his lifetime but
despite this he was highly praised and showered with honorary doctorates from many universities, a
knighthood, which he refused and in 1910 the prestigious Order of the Merit. Jude the Obscure is ”the sort of
man who was born to ache a good deal.” He is desperate to study at Christminster, the fictionalised Oxford
University, and whilst self educated to a sufficient standard, his humble rural background prevents
admission. Furthermore, he is distracted by the sensual Arabella and falls in love with the educated.
emancipated new woman, Sue creating as Hardy states “a deadly war waged between flesh and spirit”.
Whilst doomed love and unfulfilled ambition are the dominant themes, the frank criticism of marriage and
fearless exploration of sexuality caused so much protest for its supposed indecency and the ensuing bitter
criticism, made this Hardy’s final novel and many agree also his finest. The novel continues to inspire the
modern mind as the recent film directed by Michael Winterbottom and starring Christopher Eccleston and
Kate Winslet as Jude and Sue attests.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Williams:

The actual book Jude The Obscure, By Thomas Hardy: "Every successful man is more or less a selfish man."
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Jude The
Obscure, By Thomas Hardy: "Every successful man is more or less a selfish man." is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Richard Holeman:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Jude The Obscure, By Thomas Hardy: "Every successful man is more
or less a selfish man." why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Tony Valdez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This reserve Jude The Obscure, By Thomas Hardy: "Every successful man is more
or less a selfish man." was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book which you wanted.

Kathleen Jones:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Jude The Obscure, By Thomas Hardy: "Every successful
man is more or less a selfish man." was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Jude The Obscure, By Thomas Hardy: "Every successful man is more or less a selfish man."
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any
it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
which.
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