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Hysteria Complicated by Ecstasy offers arare window into the inner life of a person ordinarily inaccessible
to historians; a semiliterate peasant girl who lived almost two centuries ago, in the aftermath of the French
Revolution. Eighteen-year-old Nanette Leroux fell ill in 1822 with avariety of incapacitating nervous
symptoms. Living near the spa at Aix-les-Bains, she became the charity patient of its medical director,
Antoine Despine, who treated her with hydrotherapy and animal magnetism, as hypnosis was then called. Jan
Goldstein trandates, and provides a substantial introduction to, the previously unpublished manuscript
recounting Nanette's strange illness--a manuscript coauthored by Despine and Alexandre Bertrand, the Paris
physician who memorably diagnosed Nanette as suffering from "hysteria complicated by ecstasy." While
hysteria would become a fashionabl e disease among urban women by the end of the nineteenth century, the
case of Nanette Leroux differs sharply from this pattern in its early date and rural setting.

Filled with intimate details about Nanette's behavior and extensive quotations of her utterances, the caseis
noteworthy for the sexual references that contemporaries did not recognize as such; for its focus on the
difference between biological and socia time; and for Nanette's fascination with the commodities available
in the region's nascent marketplace. Goldstein's introduction brilliantly situates the text in its multiple
contexts, examines it from the standpoint of early nineteenth-century medicine, and uses the insights of
Foucault and Freud to craft a twenty-first-century interpretation.

A compelling, multilayered account of one young woman's mental afflictions, Hysteria Complicated by
Ecstasy is an extraordinary addition to the cultural and social history of psychiatry and medicine.
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From reader reviews:
Juan Higgins:

This Hysteria Complicated by Ecstasy: The Case of Nanette Leroux book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read alot of
information you will get. This particular Hysteria Complicated by Ecstasy: The Case of Nanette Leroux
without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Hysteria Complicated by Ecstasy: The Case of Nanette Leroux can bring when you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This Hysteria Complicated by Ecstasy: The Case of Nanette Leroux having very
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Sandra M aes;

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the erawhich is always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Hysteria
Complicated by Ecstasy: The Case of Nanette Leroux is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Raymond Brown:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely sure. Peopleis human not really arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare
time, often the book you have read is Hysteria Complicated by Ecstasy: The Case of Nanette L eroux.

Quincy Nelson:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Hysteria Complicated by Ecstasy: The Case of Nanette Leroux this guide consist a
lot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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