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Mountains and freeways, oceans and apartment buildings, trees and automobiles: such things lend shape to
mental activity, says Christopher J. Preston. Yet Western epistemology, since its origins, has neglected these
material factors. Even postmodern perspectives on how we think and know continue to emphasize social and
cultural factors over the physical environment.

Grounding Knowledge claims that one of the unforeseen consequences of this anthropocentrism has been to
ignore the epistemic argument for maintaining diverse natural environments. Grounding Knowledge supplies
that argument. Preston first traces the separation of place and mind in Western epistemology. Drawing
connections between skepticism and ungrounded knowledge, he then explores how a common insight in the
epistemologies of both Kant and Quine sets the scene for more situated accounts of knowledge. After
showing how science studies and cognitive science have both recently moved in this direction, Preston draws
further evidence for his thesis from fields as far apart as evolutionary biology, anthropology, and religious
studies. He asks what these ideas in contemporary epistemology and environmental philosophy mean for
environmental policy, concluding that the grounding of knowledge strongly suggests epistemic reasons for
the protection of a full range of physical environments in their natural condition.

Grounding Knowledge comes at a time of increasing dialogue between the sciences and the humanities about
our rootedness in all of our different "worlds." Preston hopes to persuade his readers that "it is not only in our
biological but also in our cognitive interests to protect these roots."
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Spencer:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Grounding Knowledge:
Environmental Philosophy, Epistemology, and Place is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Dena Jacobs:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Grounding
Knowledge: Environmental Philosophy, Epistemology, and Place suitable to you? Often the book was
written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Grounding Knowledge: Environmental
Philosophy, Epistemology, and Placeis the one of several books which everyone read now. This book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever
know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Carl Kile:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is Grounding Knowledge: Environmental Philosophy, Epistemology, and Place.

Christina Webb:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Grounding Knowledge: Environmental Philosophy, Epistemology, and
Place this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suitable all of you.
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