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The Norte Grande of Chile, the world's driest desert, had ''engendered contemporary Chile, everything that
was good about it, everything that was dreadful,'' writes Ariel Dorfman in his brilliant exploration of one of
the least known and most exotic corners of the globe. For 10,000 years the desert had been mined for silver,
iron, and copper, but it was the 19th-century discovery of nitrate that transformed the country into a modern
state and forced the desert's colonization.

The mines' riches generated mansions and oligarchs in Chile's more temperate region—and terrible
inequalities throughout the country. The Norte Grande also gave birth to the first Chilean democratic and
socialist movements, nurturing every major political figure of modern Chile from Salvador Allende to
Augusto Pinochet. In this richly layered personal memoir, illustrated with the author's own photographs,
Dorfman sets out to explore the origins of contemporary Chile—and, along the way, seek out his wife's
European ancestors who came years ago to Chile as part of the nitrate rush. And, most poignantly, he looks
for traces of his friend and fellow 1960s activist, Freddy Taberna, executed by a firing squad in a remote
Pinochet death camp.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Barnett:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Desert Memories: Desert Memories
(Directions) book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Frank Bullard:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Desert Memories:
Desert Memories (Directions) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Desert Memories: Desert Memories (Directions)is the main one of several books
in which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Mary Stockton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Desert Memories: Desert Memories
(Directions) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Desert Memories: Desert
Memories (Directions) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that
can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Darrel Mason:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Desert Memories: Desert
Memories (Directions).
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